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UCL IOE Doctor in Education (EdD) Regulations 

2014-15 (Continuing Students) 
 

Contact: Lizzie Vinton, Assessment Regulations and Governance Manager, Academic Services, Student 

and Registry Services 

 

 

These regulations apply to continuing UCL IOE EdD students who enrolled before 
September 2015.  
 
UCL IOE EdD students are also subject to the UCL IOE Code of Practice for Research Degrees 
and to the UCL Research Governance and Ethics Policies and Procedures. 
 

 

 
 

Regulations for the Degree of Doctor in 

Education (EdD) 
 
1. Introduction  
 
1.1 These regulations govern the conduct and award of the degree of Doctor in Education (EdD), 
the Master of Education (MEd) and the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research.  
 
1.2 The regulations are made subject to the UCL IOE General Academic Regulations 2014-15 
and the UCL IOE Assessment Regulations for Students 2014-15 and all other relevant 
regulations, policies and procedures of UCL: 
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2. Definitions  
 
2.1 In these regulations, terms have the meanings assigned to them in the UCL IOE General 
Academic Regulations 2014-15 unless otherwise state in the text.  
 
2.2 Any reference in these regulations to any named officer of UCL shall be deemed to include a 
reference to any person designated by that officer for the purpose.  
 
 
3. Admission  
 
3.1 Candidates for admission must satisfy the requirements laid down in the UCL IOE General 
Academic Regulations 2014-15.  
 
3.2 The normal minimum entrance requirements for admission to an EdD are:  
 
3.2.1 a postgraduate Masters degree of a United Kingdom university or educational institution of 
university rank, or an overseas qualification judged by UCL to be of an equivalent standard, plus  
 
3.2.2 at least four years’ relevant experience in Education or a related field.  
 
3.3 A candidate not satisfying these requirements may be considered for admission if the UCL is 
satisfied that his or her general education, scholarship, training and experience are suitable for 
the programme. In such cases, UCL shall prescribe qualifying work that must be completed to 
the satisfaction of the Programme Leader before registration.  
 
3.4 Applicants for admission may in addition be required to pass an approved English language 
test at a specifi
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8.3 The award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research shall be made to candidates 
who have satisfactorily completed the course of study and formal assessments associated with 
the taught components of the degree programme (i.e. excluding the institution focused study 
report and the thesis). Candidates awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research 
shall not subsequently be permitted to present themselves for assessment for the EdD degree.  
 
8.4 A student who fails to satisfy the examiners in the Institution-Focused Study report on two 
occasions shall not be permitted to continue with his or her programme of study, but may be 
considered for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma if he or she has attained a satisfactory 
overall standard in formal assessments associated with the taught element.  
 
8.5 Detailed provisions for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma are set out in supplementary 
regulations appended to these regulations.  
 
8.6 The award of the Master of Education (MEd) in Practitioner Research shall be made to 
candidates who have satisfactorily completed the course of study and formal assessments 
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9.1.8 make clear the sources from which information has been derived, the extent to which the 
work of others has been used, and the areas which are claimed as original;  
 
9.1.9 be no more than 45,000 words (exclusive of appendices, the list of references and 
bibliographies but including footnotes, endnotes, glossary, maps, diagrams and tables). 
Appendices should only include material which examiners are not required to read in order to 
examine the thesis, but to which they may refer if they wish; (see also 9.2)  
 
9.1.10 be of a standard to merit publication in whole or in part or in a revised form (for example, 
as a monograph or as a number of articles in learned journals).  
 
9.2 A candidate will be expected to submit, bound in with the 45,000 word thesis, a statement of 
no more than 2,000 words summarising the areas which he/she has covered in the course as a 
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Fail – may not re-present  
 
13.3 The examiners may determine that the candidate has not satisfied them in the examination. 
The examiners shall not, however, save in very exceptional circumstances, make such a decision 
without submitting the candidate to an oral examination.  
 
13.4 If the examiners are unable to reach agreement, their reports shall be referred to the 
Research Degrees Examination Board which shall determine the action to be taken.  
 
13.5 A candidate who fails to satisfy the examiners will not be permitted to re-enter for the 
examination. However, exceptionally, a candidate may apply to UCL IOE to register for another 
course of study leading to the submission of a thesis on a different topic.  
 
 
14. Notification of Results of EdD Examinations  
 
14.1 After the report of the examiners has been considered by the Research Degrees 
Examination Board, the candidate shall be notified by Student and Registry Services of the result 
of his/her examination. The degree shall not be awarded until copies of the thesis have been 
lodged with UCL IOE in accordance with regulation 9.13).  
 
14.2 A diploma under the seal of UCL shall be subsequently delivered to each candidate who 
has been awarded a degree.  
 
14.3 The diploma for the degree will bear the names of the candidate in the form in which they 
appear in the records of UCL at the date of issue.  
 
14.4 No person will be awarded any qualification who has not settled any account outstanding 
with UCL or made acceptable arrangements to settle any such account, and neither will any 
information on such a person's examination performance be communicated to that person or to 
any third party except as required by law.  
 
14.5 Student and Registry Services may withhold the result of any examination for a student who 
is under investigation under the disciplinary procedures of UCL, unless required to disclose 
information by law.  
 
14.6 The procedures governing student complaints, including appeals against the decision of a 
Board of Examiners, are defined in the UCL Academic Manual, Chapter 1, Section 12: Student 
Complaints Procedures.  
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Master of Education (MEd) In Practitioner 

Research 
 
Appendix to Doctor in Education Regulations  
 
REGULATIONS FOR THE AWARD OF THE MASTER OF EDUCATION (MEd) IN 
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Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research 
 
REGULATIONS FOR POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN PRACTITIONER RESEARCH  
 
Students who register initially for the degree of EdD shall be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Practitioner Research in accordance with the provisions below.  
 
 

1. Conditions of Award  
 
1.1 Students who successfully complete the taught element of the EdD degree by achieving a 
pass grade in each of the required courses through studies at UCL are eligible to be considered 
for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research, provided they have not 
applied for any other award on the basis of results in the taught courses.  
 
1.2 Pass grades on the basis of which the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research is 
awarded must have been achieved through assessments relating to the taught elements of the 
EdD degree programme only.  
 
1.3 The regulations and examination provisions which govern the EdD degree for which the 
student registers shall apply to those courses which count towards the award of the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Practitioner Research.  
 
1.4 A student who opts for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research may 
not subsequently receive credit for the passes in courses which led to the award of the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research towards the award of the EdD degree or any 
other award offered at UCL.  
 
 

2. Examination  
 
2.1 A candidate will be examined in accordance with the instructions governing formal 
assessment in force at the time he or she is considered for the award of the Postgraduate 
Diploma.  
 
2.2 In order to qualify for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research a 
candidate must satisfy the examiners that he/she has attained a satisfactory standard in each of 
the courses which comprise the taught element of the degree;  
 
 

3. Notification of result  
 
3.1 After the EdD Board of Examiners have reached a decision, every candidate will be notified 
by the Student and Registry Services of the result of his/her examination.  
 
3.2 A diploma under the seal of UCL shall be subsequently delivered to each candidate who has 
been awarded a Postgraduate Diploma. The date of the award of the diploma will be no longer 


