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Introduction to these regulations

These General Regulations apply to all University College London (UCL)
undergraduate students, including students enrolled on Erasmus programmes when
they are attending UCL.

The General Regulations for Undergraduate Students are UCL’s overarching
regulations and students should read these regulations together with the regulations
for their programme of study and with local regulations for the department/division
and Faculty housing their programme of study and take account of their
programme’s scheme of award as detailed in programme handbooks and
departmental/divisional literature.

These regulations also broadly apply to affiliate students except where the nature of
their programme of study renders the regulations inapplicable. In such cases any
issues arising should be referred to the Study Abroad team in the Student Centre,
(email:
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students upon successful completion of a course unit by accessing the link at the
end of this section. The learning hours for undergraduate degrees are 1,500 hours
per year.

The information in this publication is believed to be correct at the time of posting but
subsequent amendments are possible.

Links for introduction
All links go to the UCL website, unless stated otherwise:

Affiliate Study at UCL

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System — on the European Commission
website

2.1 Period of Registration and Interruption of
Study

2.1.1 The Academic Year and the Period of Student Registration

i)  The academic year starts on the first day of September and ends on the
last day of August in the following year.
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Links for Section 2.1
All links go to the UCL website, unless stated otherwise:

Download application form for interruption of study (Word doc)

UCL Information Services Division
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i)  Students are expected only to select course units offered by UCL unless
otherwise specified in the regulations for individual degree programmes.
iii) Some degree programmes have all compulsory course units.
2.3.2 Determination of Course Unit Combinations
UCL departments/divisions are free to develop, not only combinations of course units
which form, or fall within one or more of the conventional subjects, but also

combinations which fall across the boundaries of Faculties, but which still, in the
opinion of the department/division and UCL, form a coherent degree programme.

2.3.3 Confirmation of Course Unit Selection

Confirmation of course unit selection by both the teaching and home
departments/divisions (when these are not the same) is the indication of UCL
approval that the course units selected have met the requirements for an individual
programme of study.

2.3.4 Deadlines for Course Unit Selection

Course units selection
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vi)  All selections are provisional until they have been confirmed both by
teaching and home departments/divisions, when these are not the same. A
‘teaching’ department/division is the department/division that is
responsible for the delivery of a course unit to students and is responsible
for the assessment of students enrolled on the course unit. A ‘home’
department/division is the department/division responsible for the
programme on which a student is registered. In many cases the teaching
and home department/division are the same.

vii)  Confirmation of course unit selection by both the teaching and home
departments/divisions is the indication of UCL approval that those selected
have met the requirements for a degree programme.

viii) If approval is not given, students should seek academic advice from their
Personal Tutor or other staff in the home department/division.

ix)  Undergraduate course units in a programme diet can be identified as being:

a) Compulsory course units for a programme: Students registered on a
programme must enrol on course units seemed compulsory for that
programme of study. These course units are identified by the letter ‘C’ in
the programme diet on PORTICO, UCL'’s student records system (see
link at the end of this section).

b) Optional course units for a programme: Optional course units

provide students with a choice of specified course unit options for their
programme and are identified by the letter ‘O’ in the programme d
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2.3.5 The Number of Course Units to be selected in an Academic
Year

)] UCL undergraduate programmes consist of a total of four course units in an
academic year.

i) All full-time students (except repeating students) must enrol on a total of
four course units and all students registered as part-time (except repeating
students) must enrol on a total of two course units in an academic year.

iii)  With the exception of those who have received approval to re-attend a
failed course unit or attending a substitute for a withdrawn or failed course
unit, full-time students will not be permitted to register on more than a total
of four course units in any one year.

iv)  Students cannot enrol on a course unit or intercollegiate course where the
academic assessment is deemed to overlap with any course unit
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2.3.6 Selection of Course Units from Outside of UCL: University

of London Intercollegiate and Other Institutions

)] Students must select course units
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i)  The deadline to transfer from MSci/ MEng programmes to BEng/BSc
programmes in the last Friday in July.

i)  Students and staff should consult the relevant Faculty Office(s) for the
requirements for MSci/MEng programme transfers.

Further guidance on MSci/MEng programme transfers

i)  Where exceptional permission has been given for transfer to BEng or BSc
and when the deadlines have passed the date of award will be 1st August
of the following year.

i)  Students who transfer to BEng/BSc programmes after the last Friday in
July can only attend a graduation ceremony in the following year.
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Course unit ‘Preparation for Study Abroad' and this will trigger the issue of
their approval form. (See link at the end of this section). This requirement is
in addition to the mandatory four Course units for that year.

iv)  Arrangements for the assessment of elective year abroad programmes vary
on a departmental/divisional basis.

v)  Students wishing to choose an optional placement aboard should consult
their department/division before applying to the Study Abroad Office.

vi)  Students wishing to choose an optional placement abroad will be issued
with an approval form when they return the initial application form to the
Study Abroad Office. They are also required to register for a version of the
zero-weighted
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Links for Section 2.6
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relevant Board of Examiners, students may progress if they have failed to meet the
progression threshold by 0.5 course units and, therefore, have passed 2.5 course
units.

In order to progress from Year 2, students must be complete in the 4.0 course
units from Year 1, and have passed at least 7.0 course units, and be registered to
complete in their final year any course unit not yet complete. However, students may
not progress from Year 2 or register for incomplete course units or re-sit attempts if
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Students who have not completed the 4.0 course units from year one and the 4.0
course units from year 2, or have incomplete course units from year 3 following an
interruption, may ask their Departmental/Divisional Tutor to seek a suspension of
regulations from the Dean of Students (Academic) to allow a third attempt at a time
other than the next normal occasion. Otherwise, such students will never complete
the number of course units required to graduate with a departmental classified
degree.

At the discretion of the Faculty Tutor, upon the recommendation of the relevant
board of Examiners, students may progress if they have failed to meet the
progression threshold by 0.5 course units and, therefore, have passed 10.5 course
units, provided all Year 2 progression requirements have been met including passing
a total of at least 6.5 course units from Year 1 and Year 2.

Further guidance on Undergraduate Programmes with Standard Progression
Regulations

The options to satisfy UCL’s modern foreign language (MFL) requirements are:

i) Have a C grade or higher in GCSE, or equivalent, in a modern foreign
language; or

i)  Attendance at a Summer School arranged by UCL prior to enrolment; or

iii) Select a 0.5 course unitin a modern foreign language as an elective course
unit choice in year one; or

iv)  Enrol on a non-credit bearing 0.5 course unit in a modern foreign language
in cases where a credit bearing 0.5 course unit cannot be accommodated
in a student’s diet; or

v)  Enrolin an evening class in a modern foreign language taught by the UCL
Centre for Language and International Education over terms 1 and 2, but
only when a non-credit bearing 0.5 course unit is incompatible with the
student’s timetable.

vi)  The language requirement must be completed before entry (options i) and ii)
or during year one of an undergraduate programme (options iii) to v).

vii) Options i) to v) are hierarchical. Consequently, option iv) cannot be chosen
unless option iii) is not possible, and option v) cannot be chosen unless
option iv) is not possible.

viii) GCSE passes in, or enrolment on a 0.5 course unit in Ancient Greek,
Hebrew or Latin will not satisfy the GCSE modern foreign language
progression criteria.
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v)  Re-sitting as an unregistered student — Students should note that electing

to re-sit as an unregistered student means that they have limited access to

UCL'’s facilities such as the library and learning resources.
vi)  Applying for exceptional permission to progress

a) Students considering an application for exceptional permission to

progress should in the first instance discuss this course of action with
the Departmental/Divisional Tutor and take account of the regulations

for extenuating circumstances.

b) Further information on what constitutes extenuating circumstances is

available. (See link at the end of this section).

c) Applications for exceptional permission to progress a student with a
total of 2.5 passed course units should be made to the Faculty Tutor.

vii) Leaving UCL

a) Students opting to leave UCL should discuss this course of action with

their Departmental/Divisional Tutor and Faculty Tutor as appropriate.

b) The Faculty should inform the Student Centre.
Links for Section 2.9
All links go to the UCL website, unless stated otherwise:

Foreign language requirements

Examinations Office

Extenuating circumstances (PDF)

2.10 Requirements for the award of an honours
degree

2.10.1 Total Number of Course Units to be Completed for an
Undergraduate Degree

Three-Year Programmes
Twelve course units must be completed on a three-year programme.
Four-Year Programmes

Sixteen course units must be completed on a four-year programme.
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2.10.2 Course unit Registration and Completion

)] Students are expected to register on a total of 12 course units on a three-
year programme and 16 course units on a four-year programme.
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2.10.3 Minimum Number of Course units to be Passed for the
Consideration of the Award of an Honours Degree

Three-Year Programmes

For the consideration of an award of an h
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advised to read these regulations together with the regulations for the
award of a UCL Undergraduate Honours Degree for their programme.

vi) Faculty Variations are set out in the following appendices:
a) Faculty of Biomedical Sciences
b) Faculty of Engineering Sciences
c) Faculty of Mathematical and Physical Sciences
d) Faculty of Social and Historical Sciences
e) BSc Speech Sciences

(See links at the end of this section.)

2.10.7 Weighting of Marks Achieved for Re-Assessed Course Units
for Progression and Award of Undergraduate Degrees

Marks achieved for re-taken or substitute course units will be weighted in
accordance with the first attempt programme year weighting.

2.10.8 Period of Study for the Consideration for a UCL
Undergraduate Honours Degree

Students will not be considered for the award of Honours on more than two
occasions in respect of any one period of study for a UCL degree.

2.10.9 MSci/ MEng Programmes

Students may be awarded a BSc/BEng if they have failed to meet the criteria for an
MSci or MEng degree. To be awarded BSc/BEng the student must pass 11 Course
units with three course units passed at Advanced Level.

2.10.10 Award of Honours to Students Admitted with the
Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL)

Students, accepted by UCL under the Regulations for Accreditation of Prior Learning
(APL), may be granted exemption from certain course units and the corresponding
examinations but will still be eligible for an award of an Honours Degree, if they have
met the requirements of the programme of study in all other areas and have satisfied
the Board of Examiners accordingly.

Further guidance on honours awarded to students with APL

)] Students admitted with APL who
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2.11.4 The Award of BSc or BEng to Student Enrolled on MSci or
MEng Programmes

)] Students registered on MSci or MEng programmes, who have failed to
meet the criteria for a MSci or MEng Degree, will be awarded a BSc or
BEng Degree provided they have:

a) Have completed 12 course units for the programme.
b) Have a minimum of 11 course unit passes.
c) Have at least 3 course units passed at advanced level.

i)  Students who are eligible for the award of an Ordinary Degree but who are
entitled to a second attempt at the course units they have failed will be
offered the option either to accept the award or to re-enter for the failed
course units the following year.

i)  The Examinations Office will make the offer in writing and students must
indicate their decision to accept or decline in writing.

iv)  Once they have accepted the award of an Ordinary Degree, they cannot
then re-sit in the future.

v)  Failure in the re-entered course units will result in the automatic award of
the Ordinary Degree.

Further guidance on awarding BSc or BEng to MSci or MEng students

Students should be made aware that, if they are eligible to re-enter and pass failed
course units they could be considered for Honours and they should seek advice from
their personal or programme tutor before accepting an Ordinary Degree.

2.12 The structure of graduate certificate and
graduate diploma programmes (higher
education level 6)

Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma are undergraduate
programmes.
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Graduate Graduate Diploma Graduate Diploma
Certificate (with APL)
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2.13 Undergraduate Affiliate Student Programme
regulations

2.13.1 Definition of an Affiliate Student
Affiliate students are students registered at other Higher Education Institutions.

2.13.2 Academic Regulations for Affiliate Students

UCL Academic Regulations for Students apply to the management and assessment
of affiliate students whenever possible.

2.13
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2.13.5 The Structure of Undergraduate Affiliate Student
Programmes

Undergraduate Affiliate Student Programmes may have the following structures:

Time Spent at UCL Number of Course units to be Selected

Term 1 only A minimum and maximum of two course units
Term 2 only A minimum and maximum of two course units
Term 1 and 2 A minimum of two course units and maximum

of four course units

Term 2 and 3 A minimum of two course units and maximum
of four course units

Terms 1, 2 and 3 A minimum of two course units and maximum
of four course units75 TmQlg[0)6(f)-11( )8(f)-11
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and a minimum of 2 course units and maximum of 4 course units for two
term (Term 1 and 2) and/or full academic year programmes.

vi)  The home department/division of an affiliate student is responsible for
ensuring that course units selected include 50% from their
department/division.

vii)  Full year affiliate students undertaking more than two course units who
select course units from other departments/divisions are subject to the UCL
norms for the approval of course unit selections by teaching and home
departments/divisions.

viii) Affiliate students who undertake the same course unit assessment as UCL
students should be enrolled on the relevant course unit and not an ancillary
version.

ix) Affiliate students, who have shared teaching but a different assessment
pattern from UCL students enrutld be en 621.()-3(e)6i(n)-s enruteelect
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2.14.2 Academic Robes

It is mandatory for all UCL graduates to wear academic robes to the graduation
ceremonies. It is the responsibility of students to obtain the appropriate robes from
UCL’s suppliers.

Links for Section 2.14
All links go to the UCL website, unless stated otherwise:

Graduation Ceremonies website

Graduation robes: dressing for the occasion
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