
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

BRIEF	|		London	-		Heritage	in	Transformation	
DPU	summerLab	2016	series	|	19th		September	–	24th		September	
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Project Context and Brief 
This	year’s	London	summerLab	focuses	on	Convoys	Wharf	in	Deptford,	Lewisham.	Buried	beneath	
the	Wharf	lies	the	original	site	of	John	Evelyn’s	once	celebrated	Sayes	Court	(and	an	inspiration	for	
the	founding	of	The	National	Trust).	It	was	also	the	location	of	Charles	II’s	Lenox,	a	warship	that	was	
built	there	at	the	height	of	the	site’s	prominence	as	one	of	the	most	important	Royal	dockyards	in	
the	nation,	which	originally	dates	back	to	the	reign	of	Henry	VIII	in	1500s.	The	site	now	lies	derelict,	a	
wasteland	waiting	for	an	opportunity	to	revive	it	into	a	prominent	riverside	destination.	In	2014	the	
go	ahead	was	given	to	transform	the	site	into	a	luxury	mix-use	residential	and	office	development.	
While	its	redevelopment	is	a	welcomed	opportunity,	local	residents	and	community	groups	have	
been	fiercely	fighting	for	an	‘opportunity’	that	will	benefit	everyone.	When	development	plans	
originally	ignored	the	site’s	rich	industrial	heritage,	they	fought	endlessly	to	ensure	that	the	area’s	
heritage	value	is	fully	instilled	into	the	site’s	regeneration	plans.	Much	has	been	achieved	a
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• How	might	the	various	stakeholder	groups	active	in	Deptford	achieve	coherent	and	active	
participation	in	the	urban	environment	to	scale-up	their	individual	projects?	What	innovative	
approaches,	props,	tools	and	tactics	might	community	groups	develop	and	use	to	maintain	an	
inspiring	engagement	plan	for	the	duration	of	Deptford’s	regeneration	plans?	

• How	could	apparent	
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Programme Itinerary * 
*Please	note,	this	is	a	draft	programme	that	is	still	being	finalised	and	may	be	subject	to	
slight	change.	
DAY	1:	MONDAY	19th	September	
Base:	Group	meets	at:	The	Albany	
	

Time	 Exercise	

9:00-10.00	



 5 

Time	 Exercise	

Wharf);	between	the	site	and	its	wider	area	(incorporating	surrounding	housing	
estate;	and	the	wider	region	(i.e	Greenwich).	This	can	involve	detailed	design	at	
site	scale,	or	strategic	design	strategies;	The	aim	is	to	build	the	evidence	and	
strategies	to	help	the	community	group	develop	their	business	plan.	

o Neighbourhood	Plan	/	Tidemill	strategies	to	integrate	possible	interventions	to	
address	contested	sites.	

	
	
DAY	2:	TUESDAY	20th	September	
Base	AM:	Group	meet	at	the	Deptford	Creekside	Discovery	Centre	at	8.45	
Base	PM:	Group	meet	at	The	Albany	at	2.30pm	

Time	 Exercise	

8.45-11.00	 • Arrive	at	Creekside	centre	



 6 

16.15-16.54	 • Guest	Lecture:	Using	Ethnography	and	Co-design	approaches	to	drive	
community	participation	by:	Imogen	Humphris.		

As	mother	and	daughter,	the	work	of	Joy	van	Helvert	and	Imogen	Humphris	has	run	
in	close	parallels	over	the	last	8	years	as	an	ongoing	exchange	of	academic	research	
and	community	engagement	practice.	They	now	present	a	discussion	on	the	
interaction	between	Ethnographic	and	Co-design	processes	in	community	
engagement.	This	talk	will	explore	the	dialectical	relationship	between	philosophy	
and	practice	offering	participants	a	contextual	grounding	which	may	inform	the	
foundations	of	their	own	methodologies.	A	'toolkit'	of	techniques	will	subsequently	
be	explored	and	analysed	covering	approaches	such	as	Appreciative	Inquiry,	Systems	
Thinking,	World	Cafe,	Gaming	Theory,	Cultural	Probes	and	Design	Education	
Pedagogy.		
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Time	 Exercise	

need	to	collect.	Participants	
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Time	 Exercise	

18.30-21.00	 Evening	Dinner/Drinks	-	TBC	

	
	
DAY	6:	Saturday	24th	September	
Base:	Group	meet	at	the	DPU	

Time	 Exercise	

10.00-12.00	 • SummerLab	Debrief.	Meet	at	the	DPU	Room	101	
Meeting	Place:	Development	Planning	Unit:	34	Tavistock	Square,	London	WC1H	9EZ,	
United	Kingdom	

! !
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- Convoys	Wharf	Report	on	Community	Project	Obligations	-	
https://www.london.gov.uk/file/21808/download?token=RL8uzn8c	

- East	London	Lines	Article	Nov	2013	-	Community	worried	about	intervention	in	Convoys	Wharf	
development:		http://www.eastlondonlines.co.uk/2013/11/community-groups-
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- Till,	J.	(2005).	The	negotiation	of	hope.	Architecture	and	Participation.	Cambridge,	
Massachussetts:	MIT	Press.	
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Locations 
The	following	are	the	addresses	of	the	places	where	we	will	meet	or	work	during	the	week.	The	
starting	point	of	each	day	is	mentioned	above.






