


1. Overview of Issue 
It is essential to acknowledge the piv-
otal role of toilets not just as physical 
structures but also as symbolic seats of 
gender equality and empowerment (ESD 
Learning Alliance, 2022). Through quanti-
tative and qualitative analysis– in addition 
to the insights gained from OVERDUE's 
existing research on just sanitation in ur-
ban Africa– it is clear that the complex 
interplay of social norms and community 
bylaws profoundly impacts women and 
marginalised communities pragmatically 
and strategically (ibid). 

These norms and bylaws, in conjunction 
with the accessibility, affordability, and 
safety concerns related to sanitation in 
Mwanza, Tanzania, collectively influence 
the trajectory of socially just and sustain-
able urban development in a region where 

progress in sanitation is intertwined with 
cultural and structural challenges (ibid).

1.1 The Uneven Burden of 
Care Work on Women

Cultural and legal expectations surround-
ing household sanitation duties manifest 
in an uneven burden of unpaid time, la-
bour and care placed disproportionately 
on women and subsequent physical and 
mental impacts. Despite estimates that, 
globally, women’s unpaid work con-
stitutes between 10% and 39% of the 
GDP, the care economy remains almost 
invisible; women, as a result, go unac-
knowledged and are often entirely ex-
cluded from decision-making processes 
(OVERDUE, 2022). In Africa specifically, 
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