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URBAN CONTEXTS
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 7th International Information and Research for Reconstruction (i-Rec) Conference. i-Rec is 
essentially a social network—a web-based group of  professionals and students who practice in or research 
on post-disaster reconstruction. The mission of  i-Rec is to share learning about reconstruction practice and to 
further theoretical insights into reconstruction and recovery. The i-Rec website1 serves as a database of  written 
materials and has proceedings from all the past conferences. 

This 7th bi-annual conference, follows on from i-Rec Conferences in Ascona, Switzerland in 2013, in Ahmedabad, 
India in 2010, in Canterbury, New Zealand in 2008, in Florence, Italy in 2006, in Coventry, UK in 2004 and 
Montreal in 2002. I was part of  the group that formed i-Rec in 2001, and we held our first conference at the 
University of  Montreal in 2002, hosted by the Industrialisation Forum (IF) Research Group, led by my then PhD 
supervisor, Prof. Colin H. Davidson.  Prof. Davidson has always been interested in the organizational design of  
construction projects and programmes, looking at how organisations work together for optimal performance of  
projects. This has shaped our collective work, and the interest in this towards the topic of  reconstruction. Our 
work focuses not on the design of  buildings, but on how reconstruction happens – what are the organisations 
and their configurations that make reconstruction successful (or not) - responsive the needs of  people who 
have lost everything in disasters.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted in March 2015, makes very clear the key role 
of  reconstruction and recovery in disaster risk management (priority action area 4). The earthquakes that 
occurred in Nepal this spring show both  the benefits that Disaster Risk Management is starting to have, as 
well as how far we have still to go. A coordinated response to post-disaster recovery, both in urban and rural 
areas, is crucial to help survivors to recover, and to rebuild stronger buildings and institutions. These  are 
key points made in Ian Davis’ book, Shelter after Disaster – the 2nd edition of  which will be launched at the 
Conference.

This year’s conference theme is on Recovery and Reconstruction in Urban areas. The Conference is being 
hosted by the Bartlett Development Planning Unit (DPU), and our main focus, over the 60 years of  our history, 
has been on urbanization in low and middle-income countries. It is important to reflect on how urban contexts 
shape disaster recovery and to look at how reconstruction and recovery activities can enhance the functioning 
of  cities. Around the same time that we were considering this topic for the 2015 i-Rec Conference, the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID), launched a learning programme on urban humanitarian 
crises, kicking off  with a number of  workshops in March 2014. At DPU, we prepared a literature review on 
urban humanitarian crisis, which outlined the urgent need for more learning about post-disaster response 
in urban areas, both in sharing practice across practitioners, as well as the need for more research into this 
topic2. Thus, I hope the Conference will be a fruitful ground for considering what is unique about recovery in 
cities, as well as furthering our knowledge about reconstruction practices.

A number of  people have been instrumental in bringing this conference together, including DPU’s Director, 
Julio Davila and many DPU staff; the conference organizing committee, Sneha Krishnan, Fatemeh Arefian and 
Rachel Valburn; the DPU admin team lead by Nkenji Okpara, including Annette Preddie, Tola Fetuga and Elsa 
Taddesse; and the DPU communications team Matt Wood-Hill, Giovanna Astolfo and Alex Frediani. We are also 
grateful to the International Federation of  Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies for sponsorship.

Cassidy Johnson, London 29 June 2015

1 www.grif.umontreal.ca/i-rec/publications.html
2  The literature review is available from: www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/dpu/publications/dpu-report-1
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BIOGRAPHIES 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PROF. FREDERICK KRIMGOLD
(VIRGINIA TECH, USA)

Frederick Krimgold is director of  the Disaster Risk Reduction Program of  the Advanced Research Institute 
of  Virginia Tech.  His areas of  research include design decision analysis, benefit/cost analysis for hazard 
mitigation, post-disaster recovery and reconstruction, institutional development for community sustainability 
and resilience and market incentives for mitigation investment. He has led major studies of  critical infrastructure 
resilience at the regional level in the US National Capital Region, Danville and Hampton Roads in Virginia. 
Current research is on building and land use regulatory efficiency and effectiveness in disaster-prone 
developing countries. 

Title: Building and Land Use Regulation for Disaster Risk Reduction in Low and Middle-income Countries: 
Opportunities in Reconstruction

DR. ALLAN LAVELL
(FLACSO, LA RED)

Allan Lavell, British, Ph.D in Geography, the London School of  Economics and Political Science.  Currently 
Coordinator of  the Programme for the Social Study of  Disaster Risk at the Secretariat Generals Office of  
the Latin American Social Science Faculty-FLACSO- in San Jose, Costa Rica.  Founding member of  the 
Latin American Network for the Social Study of  Disaster Prevention-LA RED.  He has given more than 150 
conferences in 42 countries, written and published over 70 specialized items on disaster risk management and 
undertaken more than 60 consultancy missions in 20 different countries, for over 15 international agencies. 
Awarded the 2015  UN Sasakawa prize for contribution to  disaster risk management

Title: Urban process and urban risk: opportunities and constraints on  reconstruction, risk reduction and avoidance

DR. JENNIFER DUYNE BARENSTEIN
(UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES OF SOUTHERN SWITZERLAND)

Dr. Jennifer Duyne Barenstein is a social anthropology specialized in socio-cultural dimensions of  housing, 
resettlement and post-disaster reconstruction. Between 1999 and 2008 she was a senior lecturer at the 
department of  social anthropology of  the University of  Zurich. As a senior researcher at the University of  
Applied Sciences of  Southern Switzerland she founded and is currently directing the World Habitat Research 
Centre (www.worldhabitat.supsi.ch), a centre of  competence specialized in interdisciplinary research and 
consultancies on socio-economic, cultural, environmental, and technical dimensions of  the built environment 
with key competences in post-disaster reconstruction. Dr. Jennifer Duyne Barenstein did research and 
consultancies in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, the Philippines, Argentina, Nicaragua, Mexico, and 
Haiti. She is the author of  several publications on post-disaster reconstruction and is one of  the lead authors 
of  the ‘Handbook for Reconstruction after Natural Disasters’ recently published by the World Bank in 2010. 

Title: Is post-disaster reconstruction an opportunity for informal settlers to attain the right to adequate housing? 
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GERALD PARAGAS
(URBAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNER, CITY GOVERNMENT OF TACLOBAN)

Gerald Paragas is a television producer and a licensed urban and environmental planner currently working 
in Tacloban City, Philippines. Now on his second year in the City Hall, Paragas was both part of  Task Force 
Tindog Tacloban convened to lead the emergency rescue and relief  operations after Super Typhoon Haiyan 
(Yolanda), and the Tacloban Recovery and Sustainable Development Group (TacDev) tasked to formulate and 
implement the city’s rehabilitation plan. His main duty in TacDev is to help mainstream disaster risk reduction 
and public information in the ongoing recovery planning of  the city. Before his stint in Tacloban, he was a 
municipal councilor (local legislator) in Pangasinan province north of  Manila.

Title: Tacloban after Super Typhoon Haiyan: The Road to Recovery

MAGGIE STEPHENSON

Maggie Stephenson is an Irish architect. She has worked on shelter, housing and urbanization for 20 years in 
municipal and national government, NGOs and with UN Habitat. She has been involved in development, crisis 
response and recovery in both natural disaster and conflict situations, including through policy and institutional 
support and in direct project implementation. She has been involved in built environment education in a 
number of  roles, from technical curricula development to public engagement campaigns. She is a teaching 
fellow at the Development Planning Unit UCL and is currently researching the characteristics of  urban crises 
and coping mechanisms supported by Habitat for Humanity and UCL at the Centre for Urban Sustainability 
and Resilience.

Title: Communicating the impacts of crises and the experiences of recovery.

GRAHAM SAUNDERS
(HEAD, SHELTER AND SETTLEMENTS, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS & RED CRESCENT 
SOCIETIES - IFRC)
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DR. STEVE PLATT
(CAMBRIDGE ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH)

Steve Platt is a social scientist with higher degrees in engineering and architecture. His research experience 
is in urban planning, community engagement, housing, energy use and disaster reconstruction and recovery. 
He has been a director of  Cambridge Architectural Research since 1990 and its Chairman since 2001. He has 
studied disaster management and post disaster recovery in Pakistan, Thailand, New Zealand, Chile, China, 
Italy, Turkey, Japan, Iran and the USA. Most recently, as part of  the EU SENSUM project, he designed and 
conducted two-day disaster scenario planning exercises with disaster management personnel in Kyrgyzstan/ 
Tajikistan and in Izmir, Turkey with AFAD.

Title: Post-disaster planning issues: lessons from five recent disasters

DR. ROHIT JIGYASU 
(RITSUMEIKAN UNIVERSITY, KYOTO, JAPAN AND SENIOR ADVISOR AT THE INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS (IIHS)

Rohit Jigyasu is a conservation architect and risk management professional from India, currently working as 
UNESCO Chair professor at the Institute for Disaster Mitigation of  Urban Cultural Heritage at Ritsumeikan 
University, Kyoto, Japan and Senior Advisor at the Indian Institute for Human Settlements (IIHS). He is the 
elected President of  ICOMOS-India since 2014 and ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Risk 
Preparedness (ICORP) since 2010. Rohit is also currently serving as the Elected Member of  the Executive 
Committee of  ICOMOS since 2011.

Title: First Aid to Nepalese Cultural Heritage for Recovery and Risk Reduction
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DR. CAMILLO BOANO 
(THE BARTLETT DEVELOPMENT PLANNING UNIT, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON, UK)

Camillo Boano, PhD, is an architect, urbanist and educator. He is Senior Lecturer at The Bartlett Development 
Planning Unit, where he directs the MSc in Building and Urban Design in Development. He is also co-director 
of  the UCL Urban Laboratory and the Coordinator of  the DpuSummerLab initiative. Camillo has over 20 years 
of  experiences in research, design consultancies and development work in South America, Middle East, 
Eastern Europe and South East Asia. His research interests revolve around the encounters between critical 
theory, radical philosophy with urban and architectural design processes where collective agency and politics 
encounters urban narratives and aesthetics, especially those emerging in informal, contested urbanisms and 
post disaster territories. Camillo is working on several complementary parallel projects including researching 
on the spatial ontology and political philosophies of  Giorgio Agamben and Jaques Ranciere investigating 
how  such philosophical approaches can inform a critical revision of  design processes and a  continuous 
research started in the early 90s around the politics and the practice of  shelter and housing in post-disaster 
and post-conflict context looking at the complex political economies of  reconstruction and recovery.

DR. CASSIDY JOHNSON 
(THE BARTLETT DEVELOPMENT PLANNING UNIT, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON, UK)

Cassidy Johnson is a Senior Lecturer at The Bartlett Development Planning Unit. Her research focuses 
on disaster risk reduction in urban areas and post-disaster recovery. She has worked in Turkey, Thailand, 
Bangladesh, India, and more recently in Tanzania and Uganda. During her PhD studies at University de 
Montreal, she was part of  the group who founded i-Rec in 2002, and has been an active member of  the group 
ever since. She is co-editor of  Rebuilding After Disasters: From Emergency to Sustainability (2010, Spon Press, 
London).

PROF. DAVID ALEXANDER 
(INSTITUTE FOR RISK AND DISASTER REDUCTION, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON, UK)

David Alexander is Professor of  Risk and Disaster Reduction at University College London. His books include 
“Natural Disasters”, “Confronting Catastrophe”, “Principles of  Emergency Planning and Management” and 
“Recovery from Disaster” (with Ian Davis). He is Editor-in-Chief  of  the International Journal of  Disaster Risk 
Reduction. His research and teaching interests include natural hazards, earthquake disasters and emergency 
planning and management. He is currently working on a new book on emergency planning.



The Development Planning Unit (DPU)
The Development Planning Unit, University College London (UCL), is an international centre specialising in 
academic teaching, research, training and consultancy in the field of  urban and regional development, with 
a focus on policy, planning, management and design. It is concerned with understanding the multi-faceted 
and uneven process of  contemporary urbanisation, and strengthening more socially just and innovative 


