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Summary 

This briefing sets out five key questions which Conservative MPs and others are encouraged to ask 

the party leadership candidates, based on recent public, parliamentary and expert concerns: 

1. Will you commit to strengthening the standards system? 

2. What will you do to rebuild pDUOLDPHQW¶V�VFUXWLQ\�UROH" 

3. How will you defend the rule of law? 

4. Will you abide by long-established constitutional norms? 

5. Will you robustly defend our core political institutions and checks and balances? 

 

%RULV�-RKQVRQ¶V�SUHPLHUVKLS�KDV�EHHQ�PDUNHG�E\�HYHU-growing concerns about the maintenance of 

various constitutional standards, which in recent days have reached fever pitch. These were echoed 

repeatedly in ministerial resignation statements and calls for him to go. Recent opinion polls 

meanwhile show strong public support for constitutional standards of integrity and accountability.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1088367/Letter_to_the_PM_001.pdf
https://twitter.com/BrandonLewis/status/1544921034368901122?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E15449210343689012%202Frus%2Fnews%2F2022%2F07%2F7%2F7356776%2F
https://twitter.com/BrandonLewis/status/1544921034368901122?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E15449210343689012%202Frus%2Fnews%2F2022%2F07%2F7%2F7356776%2F
https://twitter.com/damianhinds/status/1544928142854340608
https://twitter.com/redditchrachel/status/1544692210070962177


/constitution-unit/news/2022/jan/new-report-uk-voters-value-honesty-most-political-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/nov/20/alex-allan-the-veteran-windsurfing-mandarin-who-quit-over-bullying
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-61822998
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/lord-geidt-resignation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-committee-on-standards-in-public-life
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1029944/Upholding_Standards_in_Public_Life_-_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/172/constitution-committee/news/155755/report-published-on-the-use-and-scrutiny-of-emergency-powers-during-the-covid19-pandemic/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/255/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/news/159146/two-lords-reports-published-on-the-balance-of-power-between-parliament-and-the-executive/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/projects/delegated-legislation-review
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2859
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2859
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-09-13/debates/F9066A76-C751-4BE9-BFAF-6A0095261AA3/DissolutionAndCallingOfParliamentBill#contribution-E025E015-C5AD-419D-A664-ECA8ECA67AFD
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9310/
https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2022/02/17/oliver-garner-and-tom-west-brexit-freedoms-risks-and-opportunities-certainty-and-uncertainty-in-the-revision-of-retained-eu-law/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/03/09/the-house-of-lords-amendment-to-the-dissolution-and-calling-of-parliament-bill-returns-appropriate-power-to-mps-they-should-accept-it/


https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/projects/the-rule-of-law-monitoring-of-legislation-project
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/projects/the-rule-of-law-monitoring-of-legislation-project
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-06-27/debates/2FA67D37-816A-4F05-AFE2-AFD4CC4D4B5F/NorthernIrelandProtocolBill#contribution-1BD50929-71F1-457A-9DF5-694B8BA28B00
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-06-27/debates/2FA67D37-816A-4F05-AFE2-AFD4CC4D4B5F/NorthernIrelandProtocolBill#contribution-D0CC05EA-33F2-4678-9A5B-E294B18920E2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-06-27/debates/2FA67D37-816A-4F05-AFE2-AFD4CC4D4B5F/NorthernIrelandProtocolBill#contribution-1337B337-5796-482B-8856-7156AF3BCF58
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/treasury-solicitor-resignation-rule-law
https://news.sky.com/story/brexit-boris-johnson-facing-tory-revolt-over-plans-to-override-withdrawal-agreement-12068541
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/boris-johnson-overrules-house-of-lords-watchdog-to-hand-peerage-to-controversial-former-tory-treasurer-who-gave-the-party-35m
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/369/lord-speakers-committee-on-the-size-of-the-house/news/155061/number-of-appointments-has-undone-progress-says-report/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/why-a-rhetoric-of-parliament-versus-people-is-both-dishonest-and-dangerous/
https://twitter.com/Channel4News/status/1544716431471919105
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7542687/Boris-Johnson-dare-Queen-SACK-SQUATTING-Downing-Street-Brexit-done.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7542687/Boris-Johnson-dare-Queen-SACK-SQUATTING-Downing-Street-Brexit-done.html
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¶ The 2019 Conservative Party manifesto said that the UK hDG�EHHQ�µSDUDO\VHG�E\�D�EURNHQ�

3DUOLDPHQW�WKDW�VLPSO\�UHIXVHV�WR�GHOLYHU�%UH[LW¶��DQG�WKDW�µ03V�KD>G@�GHYRWHG�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�

WKZDUWLQJ�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�SHRSOH¶��0RVW�SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV�ZHUH�LQ�JRRG�IDLWK�

trying to do their jobs, and Johnson was among those ZKR�KDG�EORFNHG�7KHUHVD�0D\¶V�%UH[LW�GHDO� 

¶ Key ministers failed to defend the judiciary robustly against media attack, when judges were 

UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�µenemies of the people¶��,QGHHG��VRPH�PLQLVWHUV echoed that same rhetoric. 

¶ &DELQHW�PLQLVWHUV�FODLPHG�WKDW�SROLF\�LV�EHLQJ�EORFNHG�E\�µremainer civil servants¶�RU�µlefty lawyers¶� 

A healthy democracy depends on checks and balances, and crucially on public support for core 

constitutional bodies such as parliament and the courts. Candidates should be pressed on whether 

they will defend these principles, and insist on an end to such denigratory rhetoric. 

CONCLUSION 

The UK has long been a stable democracy, respected by numerous other countries around the world. 

That reputation has recently been badly tarnished. Meanwhile, experience in other countries such as 

the US has illustrated how easily constitutional norms and institutions can be weakened, and how 

vulnerable seemingly stable democracies can be. There are increasing international concerns about 

the phenomHQRQ�RI�µdemocratic backsliding¶� 

The Conservative Party has traditionally been a stern defender of constitutional traditions, of the 

importance of deference to norms and respect for the core bodies in the constitution. Recent events 

have brought that into question, and the current leadership contest offers an important opportunity for 

the party to reassert these essential values. 
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https://constitution-unit.com/2019/10/02/which-mps-are-responsible-for-failing-to-get-brexit-done/
https://news.sky.com/story/lord-chief-justice-attacks-justice-secretary-for-failing-to-stick-up-for-brexit-judges-10810675
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/nov/04/assault-uk-judges-brexit-press-judiciary-constitution
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1634736/brexit-news-suella-braverman-remain-civil-servants-brexit-opportunities-bill
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/patel-lashes-out-at-lefty-lawyers-in-asylum-speech/5105870.article
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