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The new government’s 
constitutional reform 
programme
  
The extent of the government’s programme of 
constitutional reforms, guided by a new Cabinet 
Committee on Constitutional Reform chaired by Oliver 
Letwin, is not generally appreciated. The agenda 
includes a referendum on Britain’s membership of the 
IY0 wmkrmĂgerx jyvxliv ts{ivw jsv Wgsxperh0 erh jyvxliv 
powers for Wales, for Northern Ireland, and for city 
regions in England. The government has also promised 
to introduce English votes for English laws; repeal the 
Human Rights Act, and replace it with a British bill of 
rights; and reduce the size of the House of Commons 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/europeanunionreferendum.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hmtreasury/
http://constitution-unit.com
http://www.ucl.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Constitution-Unit/134498506570416
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_UCL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/constitution-unit/
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The Gmxmiw erh Psgep Kszivrqirx Hizspyxmsr Fmpp has 
been passed by the Lords, and had its second reading in 
xli Gsqqsrw sr 58 Sgxsfiv2 Fymphmrk sr øHizsQergù0 
the deal agreed with Greater Manchester last year, it 
sʆivw hizspyxmsr xs sxliv gmx} vikmsrw mr Irkperh0 fyx 
only to areas willing to form combined authorities with a 
directly elected metro mayor. The bill of itself devolves 
rsxlmrk0 fyx tvszmhiw e jveqi{svo jsv ts{ivw xs fi 
devolved, with details of which powers depending 
on each area agreement. 

The government also intended an early start for 
English votes for English laws, with plans set out in the 
Conservative manifesto2 Xli Wtieoiv {syph vypi sr 
which bills, or provisions in bills, are England (or England 
and Wales) only. The new Leader of the Commons, Chris 
Grayling, published proposed amendments to standing 
orders in July, but when it became clear that the 
Conservatives were split, the debate to approve the new 
WSw {ew tswxtsrih2 Etevx jvsq hmʇgypxmiw sr xlimv s{r 
side, the government may also face opposition from the 
WRT0 {ls {mpp {erx xs zsxi sr er}xlmrk ô iwtigmepp} xe|0 
and spending – which might have implications 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/citiesandlocalgovernmentdevolution.html
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/manifesto2015/ConservativeManifesto2015.pdf
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/stephen-crabb-warns-chances-agreement-10173779
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-33011633
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-34093058
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/peter-robinson-no-further-meeting-of-the-northern-ireland-executive-unless-exceptional-circumstances-31507501.html
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/sep/10/northern-ireland-government-on-brink-of-collapse
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/sep/10/northern-ireland-government-on-brink-of-collapse
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/talks-begin-at-stormont-house
https://www.conservatives.com/~/media/files/downloadable%20Files/human_rights.pdf
http://constitution-unit.com/2015/07/16/changing-the-commons-1/
http://constitution-unit.com/2015/07/17/changing-the-commons-how-many-mps-how-equal-their-electorates-part-2/
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A constitutional convention?

Xli tivmsh fix{iir xli Wgsxxmwl mrhitirhirgi 
vijivirhyq mr Witxiqfiv 6458 erh xli kirivep ipigxmsr 
mr Qe} 6459 we{ qygl xepo sj xli iwxefpmwlqirx sj wsqi 
omrh sj gsrwxmxyxmsrep gsrzirxmsr xs gsrwmhiv tswwmfpi 
future reforms in the round. The election brought to 
ts{iv xli sri wmkrmĂgerx tspmxmgep tevx} xlex leh rsx 
gsqqmxxih xs lsphmrk wygl e gsrzirxmsr0 ws er sʇgmep 
gsrzirxmsr mr xli riev jyxyvi mw yrpmoip}2 Hmwgywwmsr lew0 
however, remained lively.

A Constitutional Convention Bill was introduced in the 
Psvhw mr Nyri ew e tvmzexi tiivùw fmpp f} Pmfivep Hiqsgvex 
Psvh Tyvzmw sj X{iih2 Mx tvszmhiw jsv e gsrzirxmsr0 e 
majority of whose members would not be politicians, 
which would address a broad constitutional agenda. 
At its second reading sr 5; Nyp} xli fmpp vigimzih fvseh 
support away from the government benches. But the 
minister, Lord Bridges of Headley, suggested that such 
a convention was incompatible with the constitution’s 
organic evolution.

An identical private member’s bill was also introduced 
in the Commons in July by a cross-party group of 
members, including Jeremy Corbyn. In forming his 
Wlehs{ Gefmrix0 Gsvf}r ettsmrxih Nsr Xvmgoixx ew 
øWlehs{ Qmrmwxiv jsv xli Gsrwxmxyxmsrep Gsrzirxmsrù2 
Xvmgoixx lew wemh xlex Pefsyv mrxirhw xs iwxefpmwl e 
constitutional convention with a broad remit, albeit 
{mxlsyx sʇgmep kszivrqirx fegomrk2 Wtieomrk ex xli 
Pefsyv Tevx} gsrjivirgi li set out an ambitious vision 
xs øvihiwmkr syv tspmxmgwù erh wemh xlex li {syph pmoi 
to see meetings in ‘town, village and church halls up 
and down the land’. He also announced that ‘[t]he 
Gsrzirxmsr {mpp fi e qensv tpero sj _Pefsyvùwa egxmzmx} mr 
the coming years’; however, there are as yet no details of 
what this will entail.

Most proposals for a convention involve a mixed 
body comprising politicians and ordinary citizens – as 
advocated f} xli Gsrwxmxyxmsr Yrmxùw Eper Vir{mgo mr 
Etvmp 64582 Li mw eqsrk e kvsyt sj egehiqmgw erh 
others joining forces this autumn to pilot the operation 
of such an assembly.

Parliament 

House of Lords rows

The period since publication of the last Monitor has been 
a turbulent one for the Lords, for various reasons. That 
mwwyi rsxih xli pmoip} xvsyfpi elieh jsv xli Gsrwivzexmzi 
kszivrqirx0 lezmrk pswx xli wyttsvx sj Pmfivep Hiqsgvex 
tiivw ô xli oi} øtmzsxep kvsytù mr xli gleqfiv2 Fijsvi 
the summer recess this began to materialise through 
ten government defeats, mostly on the Cities and Local 
Kszivrqirx Hizspyxmsr Fmpp0 fyx epws mrgpyhmrk sri sr e 
statutory instrument and another on the government’s 
plans for English votes for English laws (see pages 4–5). 
The latter – with a majority against the government of 
181 votes – was the third biggest since the Lords was 
vijsvqih mr 5===2

Gst}vmklx Lsywi sj Psvhw 6459 3 Tlsxskvetl} f} Vskiv Levvmw2 Xlmw 
image is subject to parliamentary copyright. {{{2tevpmeqirx2yo

Over the summer, the chamber was in the news for all 
the wrong reasons. In July the Chairman of Committees, 
Psvh Wi{ip0 viwmkrih sziv eppikexmsrw sj mqtvstvmix}2 
Mx mrmxmepp} ettievih xlex Wi{ip qmklx figsqi xli 
Ăvwx zmgxmq sj xli ri{ . 
�.�V�]��K�Z�:�L�^�L�Y

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/constitutionalconvention.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150717-0002.htm#15071759000300
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/constitutionalconventionno2.html
https://www.politicshome.com/party-politics/articles/news/jon-trickett-speech-labour-party-annual-conference
http://www.consoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/J1847_Constitution_Society_Report_Cover_WEB.pdf
http://citizensassembly.co.uk/
/constitution-unit/publications/tabs/monitor-newsletter/monitor-60
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/constitution-unit/research/parliament/house-of-lords/lords-defeats
http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/copyright/use-of-parliamentary-photographic-images/
http://www.parliament.uk
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/houseoflordsexpulsionandsuspension.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/houseoflordsexpulsionandsuspension.html


Monitor 61 | Constitution Unit | ISSN 1465–4377 | 4

calls for major reform, and led to numerous negative 
headlines about the Lords. These were further fuelled 
mr Eykywx f} xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw latest peerage list, 
mrgpyhmrk 89 reqiw ô 6: Gsrwivzexmzi0 55 Pmfivep 
Hiqsgvex erh imklx Pefsyv2 Jspps{mrk errsyrgiqirx  
of four new independent peers in October, the size of the 
gleqfiv {mpp viegl ettvs|mqexip} <74 ,sv <;4 mrgpyhmrk 
xlswi sr piezi sj efwirgi sv xiqtsvevmp} hmwuyepmĂih-2 Ew 
frequently reported here, and documented in our Enough 
is Enough report (and prior to that House Full), there are 
widespread concerns both in the chamber and outside 
about the growth in numbers – which now seem to 
have reached fever pitch. In August, Labour leadership 
gerhmhexi ]zixxi Gsstiv eggywih xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxiv 
of ‘vandalising democracy’, while Conservative London 
Mayor Boris Johnson described the chamber as ‘out of 
control’ and called for its numbers to be cut by half.

There are now suspicions that the discrediting of  
the chamber resulting from repeated large numbers of 
appointments could even be a deliberate government 
move. If the chamber’s reputation declines this 
strengthens the government’s hand in the face of 
Lords defeats. New research published by the Unit in 
Witxiqfiv demonstrated clearly that media attitudes 
xs xli Psvhw wmrgi 6454 ô hyvmrk {lmgl mxw wm~i lew 
kvs{r f} {ipp sziv 5440 {mxl orsgo1sr iʆigxw jsv fsxl 
iʆigxmziriww erh gswx ô lezi figsqi mrgviewmrkp} 
rikexmzi2 Xli tviwirgi sj sziv 544 Pmfivep Hiqsgvex 
peers (to reach approximately 110, following new 
appointments) is particularly controversial, placing the 
third party in a very delicate position. At the Liberal 
Hiqsgvex gsrjivirgi fsxl xli tevx}ùw glmij {lmt0  
Lord Newby, and their new leader, Tim Farron, stated 
their intention xs ywi xli Psvhw xs fpsgo givxemr 
Conservative policies. But if their pivotal status is not 
ywih gevijypp} mx qe}0 mvsrmgepp}0 {ieoir fsxl xli tevx} 
erh xli Psvhw2 Pmf Hiqw qmklx evkyi fego0 ls{iziv0 
that it is the Conservatives who need to adjust. Labour 
was defeated frequently in the Lords, but generally 
reached accommodation with peers to get most of its 
programme through.

Attention in the Lords itself is now closely focused on 
the reputational damage being done, and the need for 
glerki2 Sr 59 Witxiqfiv0 the chamber debated a 
qsxmsr xs xeoi rsxi øsj xli gewi jsv jyvxliv mrgviqirxep 
reform of the House of Lords to address the size of the 
Lsywiù0 gsytpih {mxl xlvii qsvi wtigmĂg qsxmsrw2 Mhiew 
discussed included a cap on the size of the House, an 

end to the hereditary by-elections, greater powers for the 
House of Lords Appointments Commission, an agreed 
balance between the parties for new appointments, and 
jsvgih vixmviqirx sj tiivw ex xli eki sj <4 erh3sv ew e 
proportion of each party group. The Unit’s research was 
frequently referenced. Three groups are now considering 
xli {e} jsv{evh> sri iwxefpmwlih f} xli Psvh Wtieoiv0 
Fevsriww HùWsy~e0 ersxliv f} xli øGeqtemkr jsv 
er Iʆigxmzi Wigsrh Gleqfivù gs1svhmrexih f} 
Gsrwivzexmzi Psvhw Rsvxsr erh Gsvqego0 erh xli xlmvh 
by the Leader of the House of Lords. The Leader was 
wyfnigx xs wmkrmĂgerx gvmxmgmwq mr xli hifexi jsv viwmwxmrk 
proposals to stem prime ministerial appointments 
erh wykkiwxmrk ô mr pmri {mxl xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw s{r 
comments – that this is a problem for the Lords to solve. 
Xli vmwo mw xlex mj xli gleqfiv wlihw ryqfivw {mxlsyx 
pmqmxw sr xli mrăs{ mx {mpp rsx wlvmro0 erh {mpp epws jepp tvi} 
to greater prime ministerial control.

English votes for English laws

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dissolution-peerages-2015
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/publications/tabs/unit-publications/161.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/publications/tabs/unit-publications/161.pdf
/constitution-unit/publications/tabs/unit-publications/152.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/aug/07/yvette-cooper-cameron-is-vandalising-democracy-by-creating-tory-lords
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11836159/Boris-Johnson-Cut-House-of-Lords-to-400-peers-with-Dignitas-style-euthanasia-plan.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11836159/Boris-Johnson-Cut-House-of-Lords-to-400-peers-with-Dignitas-style-euthanasia-plan.html
http://constitution-unit.com/2015/08/28/is-david-cameron-actually-seeking-to-destroy-the-lords/
http://constitution-unit.com/2015/09/02/the-lords-declining-reputation-the-evidence/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/liberaldemocrats/11883134/Liberal-Democrat-peers-to-break-with-convention-and-vote-down-right-to-buy-reform.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/liberaldemocrats/11883134/Liberal-Democrat-peers-to-break-with-convention-and-vote-down-right-to-buy-reform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150915-0001.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-votes-for-english-laws-proposed-changes


http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130403030652/http://tmc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/The-McKay-Commission_Main-Report_25-March-20131.pdf
http://www.nuffield.ox.ac.uk/News/Documents/The%20Problem%20of%20EVEL-Final-GGCPPwp140715.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/procedure-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/english-votes-for-english-laws/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/procedure-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/english-votes-for-english-laws/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-administration-and-constitutional-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/evel/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-administration-and-constitutional-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/evel/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/english-votes-for-english-laws/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/constitution-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/the-union-and-devolution/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/constitution-unit/research/parliament/house-of-lords/lords-defeats
http://mei.qmul.ac.uk/about/english-laws/index.html
http://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/11979/meet-the-new-select-committee-chairs/
http://myparliament.info/Debates/Commons/2015-02-24/8822#contribution-402487 
https://petition.parliament.uk/
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/d6fbba1f-282d-4027-82b7-754baad69ce6
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/petitions-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/petitions-committee-working-methods/
https://epetitionen.bundestag.de/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/gettinginvolved/petitions/index.aspx
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Executive 

Central machinery for constitutional reform

Amongst the list of new cabinet committees is a 
Committee on Constitutional Reform chaired by Oliver 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/devolution-memorandum-of-understanding-and-supplementary-agreement
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/special-advisers
http://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/12371/inventing-convention-special-advisers-as-members-of-the-house-of-lords/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/freedom-of-information-new-commission
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2015/10/working-effectively-lessons-from-10-years-of-the-freedom-of-information-act/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/news-and-blogs/2015/10/working-effectively-lessons-from-10-years-of-the-freedom-of-information-act/
http://www.labour.org.uk/blog/entry/results-of-the-labour-leadership-and-deputy-leadership-election
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Jeremy Corbyn elected as Labour leader 
Image credit © Hezmh Lspx. 

More important were the two other features. The old 
electoral college – which gave a third of the voting 
ts{iv iegl xs svhmrev} tevx} qiqfivw0 QTw erh QITw0 
and trade unions – was replaced with ‘one person one 
vote’. And voting was opened up to non-members who 
vikmwxivih ew wyttsvxivw2 Mr xli irh0 54909=< zsxiw {ivi 
cast by registered supporters – a quarter of the total. But 
fears that they would sway the result proved unfounded. 
Hmwekkvikexih viwypxw tyfpmwlih f} xli tevx} wls{ih 
Gsvf}r {mrrmrk 8=2:) sj zsxiw eqsrk qiqfivw ,e 
gexiksv} mrgpyhmrk QTw erh QITw- sr xli Ăvwx vsyrh0 
while all three other candidates were far behind, plus 
<72<) eqsrk vikmwxivih wyttsvxivw erh 9;2:) eqsrk 
mrhmzmhyep xvehi yrmsr eʇpmexiw2 Mx mw tswwmfpi0 ls{iziv0 
that without the system’s openness to non-party 
members, the bandwagon that generated this victory 
would not have gathered speed.

Pefsyv mw xli Ăvwx YO tevx} xs lezi ywih wygl er stir 
tvmqev} jsv e piehivwlmt ipigxmsr2 Wmqmpev gsrxiwxw 
have, however, long been a feature of elections in the 
Yrmxih Wxexiw ,wii tekiw 56157- erh lezi epws figsqi 
commonplace in recent years in countries such as 
Fps048004E00in coes such as 

�J�@�P•`�°�€Õ•W�V�Z�Z�P�I�K�L���S�Z�V�<�2�T�P�U�W�V W�H�[����ÀW�0�0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/zongo/21353203082/in/photolist-ywUKkQ-yggG4E-ygkCts-7zc7GK-xAZea4-uR8iW2-yHXW4w-yyGeJg-yadM19-ykbKwY-wD2Sxn-wTmzqn-wgLcVy-x1Z4nD-xj46hT-xKhbZj-ayiG4i-y9n52T-yvy49h-yvy9nd-ywVpKW-ywVrrw-ygfCsA-ygfwgs-yggM3h-ywVr2U-ywVoi7-ywVspy-yggHmQ-yggFxj-ywVjtJ-ygfwQJ-ygfEkJ-yyBcxn-yggDZu-yggKps-ygfDrE-wxgtB6-wPKD4B-wxgnCT-wx8UCW-wP36CQ-wQhfVT-wP32VQ-wPLiqX-wx9s49-wx9mRf-wxgc3e-5PGSrK-5PMc3y
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/6/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/6/contents/enacted
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/190464/IER-June-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/individual-electoral-registration-ending-the-transition
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-unveils-devolution-revolution
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/michael-gove-fails-to-mention-human-rights-act-in-conservative-party-conference-speech-a6682366.html
https://www.politicshome.com/party-politics/articles/news/david-mundell-speech-tory-conference
https://www.politicshome.com/party-politics/articles/news/theresa-villiers-speech-tory-party-conference
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/sep/17/jeremy-corbyn-labour-campaign-for-uk-stay-in-eu


Monitor 61 | Constitution Unit | ISSN 1465–4377 | 8

of emphasis with the new leader stressing in his speech 
that Labour would ‘stand up for the vision of a social 
Europe, a Europe of unity and solidarity’ – in the party’s 
6459 qermjiwxs economic arguments had been central 
to Labour’s case for continued EU membership. On 
hizspyxmsr0 xli sʇgmep sttswmxmsr remain supportive 

http://press.labour.org.uk/post/130135691169/speech-by-jeremy-corbyn-to-labour-party-annual
https://www.politicshome.com/party-politics/articles/news/david-mundell-speech-tory-conference
http://www.labour.org.uk/page/-/BritainCanBeBetter-TheLabourPartyManifesto2015.pdf
http://www.scottishlabour.org.uk/blog/entry/the-stakes-are-high-for-the-future-of-our-country
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06g1ghp/labour-party-conference-2015-28092015
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06g1ghp/labour-party-conference-2015-28092015
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/second-scottish-independence-referendum-could-come-within-five-years-if-snp-decides-circumstances-10499130.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-on-building-a-northern-powerhouse
http://www.citymetric.com/politics/sheffield-city-region-gets-devolution-deal-and-no-its-voters-didnt-already-reject-1459
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Xli qswx vehmgep tvszmwmsrw evi sr {ipjevi2 Ç629 fmppmsr 
{svxl sj firiĂxw {mpp fi hizspzih0 fyx Lsp}vssh {mpp 
epws lezi xli ts{iv xs xst1yt YO firiĂxw jvsq mxw s{r 
viwsyvgiw mj mx hsiw rsx pmoi xli gyxw [iwxqmrwxiv qeoiw2 
Xli tspmxmgw sj xlmw mw sfzmsyw> xli WRT {mpp lezi xs tyx 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-funding-announcement-and-new-powers-for-wales-in-st-davids-day-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powers-for-a-purpose-towards-a-lasting-devolution-settlement-for-wales
https://devolutionmatters.wordpress.com/2015/08/03/a-reserved-powers-model-of-devolution-for-wales-what-should-be-reserved/
https://devolutionmatters.wordpress.com/2015/09/24/making-reserved-powers-work-for-wales/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-34335248
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/stephen-crabb-warns-chances-agreement-10173779
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/first-minister-carwyn-jones-calls-10198531
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Tevpmeqirx Fymphmrkw sj Wxsvqsrx mr Fipjewx0 Rsvxlivr Mviperh2
Image credit © [ormklx=8

With trust already in general decline, two recent murders 
in a gangland-type feud among IRA veterans were 
wivmsyw irsykl mrgmhirxw xs wtevo e yrmsrmwx {mxlhve{ep 
from the power-sharing executive, with the smaller 
Ypwxiv Yrmsrmwxw hvekkmrk xli fmkkiv HYT ejxiv xliq2 
Xlmw lettirih izir xlsykl Wmrr J²mr leh gsrhiqrih 
the murders and called for co-operation with the police. 
However, the unionists insisted that toleration of a 
godfather role for old IRA leaders, whether acting on 
behalf of the movement or not, violated the pledge to 
employ exclusively peaceful means in politics. They 
hiqerhih xlex Wmrr J²mr wlsyph irwyvi xli MVE rsx srp} 
viqemrw mregxmzi fyx hmwettievw epxskixliv2 Fyx Wmrr 
J²mr {mpp rsx ks xlex jev2 Xlivi mw rs {e} xlex xli} {mpp 
denounce old warriors who are in some cases still part  
of the political leadership. 

The question then arises as to whether the unionist 
gleppirki xs Wmrr J²mr iziv leh er} lsti sj wyggiihmrk 
erh {ew {svxl vmwomrk xli jyxyvi sj xli Ewwiqfp} jsv2 Xli 
answer to both questions is surely not. Internal unionist 
rivalries and frustration among the minor parties with 
HYT1Wmrr Jimr hsqmrergi ehhih xs xli qsqirxyq jsv 
Executive withdrawal. The question now is whether that 
momentum can be reversed. 

As the basis for restoring political order, the UK 
government with Irish support has drafted a Wxsvqsrx 
House Agreement Bill0 fewih sr xli efsvxmzi hiep Ăvwx 
approved by all the parties last Christmas, but then 
hirsyrgih f} Wmrr J²mr {lir xli} viepmwih mx qierx 
accepting Treasury cuts to the devolved welfare system. 
Xli tevx} gsyph rsx eʆsvh xs eggitx gyxw {lmpi ex xli 
same time mounting the main anti-austerity challenge in 
next year’s elections in the Republic as well as the North. 

Sxliv ewtigxw sj Wxsvqsrx Lsywi {ivi pssomrk qsvi 
hopeful, such as agreement over a beefed up independent 
Historic Investigations Unit into outstanding Troubles cases 
and a separate forum for revealing to victims’ families what 
happened to their loved ones. In a single political reform 
the UK government proposes extending the time for 
executive formation from seven to 14 days. It is hoped that 
this will allow more time for the parties to agree a genuinely 
joint programme for government rather than head for 
hiehpsgo sziv vmzep {mwl pmwxw2

Xli kszivrqirxùw mrwmwxirgi sr pmromrk xli jyrhmrk 
for a revived agreement to acceptance of the welfare 
gyxw pssow tvsfpiqexmg2 Xli xmqmrk qe} xlivijsvi fi 
against early resolution. The government may yet have 
xs pikmwpexi xs xeoi {ipjevi ts{ivw fego xiqtsvevmp} xs 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Parliament_Buildings_Stormont.jpg
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/villiers-publishes-policy-paper-on-northern-ireland-stormont-house-agreement-bill-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/villiers-publishes-policy-paper-on-northern-ireland-stormont-house-agreement-bill-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/what-does-a-one-nation-justice-policy-look-like
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/what-does-a-one-nation-justice-policy-look-like
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Lord Thomas, LCJ, Judicial Independence closing conference  
Nyri 64592 Mqeki gvihmx Í Constitution Unit  

erh Wmv Neqiw Qyrf} jsv lmw vijsvqw sj jeqmp} nywxmgi0 
and his speech neatly dovetailed with one given by the 
Lord Chief Justice the day before. 

At the closing conference of the Unit’s project on the 
Tspmxmgw sj Nyhmgmep Mrhitirhirgi sr 66 Nyri0 xli 
Psvh Glmij Nywxmgi erh Wmv Xivirgi Ixlivxsr0 lieh sj 
xli Glergiv} Hmzmwmsr0 wtsoi mr wmqmpev xivqw efsyx 
the ‘most transformative court reform programme in a 
generation’. Modernising IT is central to improving the 
system, with plans for a common digital platform for 
criminal justice which will embrace the criminal courts 
erh nyhkiw0 xli Gvs{r Tvswigyxmsr Wivzmgi0 xli tspmgi 
erh xli tvsfexmsr wivzmgi2 Wmqmpevp}0 mr xli gmzmp gsyvxw0 
there are plans to reduce the need for formal hearings, 
wtiih yt higmwmsr qeomrk0 erh wyfqmx jev qsvi 
information on line. The courts estate will be  
further rationalised, supplemented by the use of  
video technology.

Lord Thomas’s speech was titled Judicial Leadership. 
The Lord Chief Justice emphasised two things. 
First, that these reforms were being initiated by the 
judiciary, and their implementation was being led by the 
nyhmgmev}0 {svomrk mr gsrnyrgxmsr {mxl xli i|igyxmzi erh 
tevpmeqirx2 Wigsrh0 xlex xli nyhmgmev} rs{ stivexih e 
more collective form of leadership, through the Judicial 
Executive Board and the Judges’ Council. In the past the 
Lord Chancellor would have led the way; but increasingly 
xli nyhmgmev} evi xliqwipziw xeomrk viwtsrwmfmpmx} jsv 
running the justice system. The LCJ accepted that 
with that responsibility went greater accountability, in 
particular to parliament.

Europe

Taking sides:  
The politics of the EU referendum

The political debate about the UK’s EU membership 
is intensifying in the run-up to a potentially decisive 
Iyvstier wyqqmx mr Higiqfiv2 Wlyxxpi hmtpsqeg} 
between London and Brussels has increased, the 
campaigns are launching, and the political parties are 
positioning themselves during their annual conferences. 
[lmpi xli Pmfivep Hiqsgvexw evi Ăvqp} tpegih mr xli 
‘In’ camp, and Labour continues to be supportive of 
continued EU membership in spite of initial tensions 
after its leadership election, the Conservatives continue 
xs fi hmzmhih2 Sʇgmepp} xli tevx} {mpp wxe} riyxvep mr xli 
campaign, but a recent study by Open Europe suggests 
xlex ew qer} ew 647 Xsv} QTw evi yrhigmhih2 

The domestic debate in Britain is playing out against 
xli fegohvst sj mrxirwi tspmxmgep gleppirkiw mr xli IY ew 
e {lspi0 {livi xli W}vmer vijykii gvmwmw erh xli psrk1
xivq mrwxmxyxmsrep qeoi1yt sj xli Iyvs~sri hsqmrexi 
the agenda. Both questions are of crucial importance 
for the Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw exxiqtx xs vi1riksxmexi the UK’s 
relationship with Europe. The refugee crisis has become 
entangled with the salient debate about immigration 
erh tsxirxmepp} eʆigxw xli ,ew }ix yrhigmhih- xmqmrk sj 
the referendum; recent proposals by France and the 
Iyvstier Gsqqmwwmsr jsv Iyvs~sri vijsvq gsyph sʆiv 
an opportunity to accommodate British re-negotiation 
requests – even if formal EU Treaty change will not 
happen before the referendum. The goals and the 
process of the re-negotiation itself remain opaque and 
are driven by the tension between the politically feasible 
and the domestically ‘sellable’. Recent calls by Labour 
and the trade unions for the continuation of a ‘social 
Europe’ also underline that what may count as a re-
negotiation success for the moderately Eurosceptic 
centre-right could cost support for continued EU 
membership on the centre-left. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/constitution-unit/18871420800/
/constitution-unit/research/judiciary-human-rights/judicial-independence/paradox_of_judicial_indep
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/research/judiciary-human-rights/judicial-independence
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ucl-judicial-independence-speech-june-2015.pdf
http://openeurope.org.uk/blog/majority-of-tory-mps-remain-open-minded-about-eu-membership-and-are-waiting-to-assess-camerons-reform-package/
http://www.ceps.eu/system/files/WD413%20ME%20Camerons%20renegotiations_0.pdf
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The passage of the EU Referendum Bill

The bill enabling a referendum on the UK’s EU 
membership completed its House of Commons 
wxekiw mr Witxiqfiv erh lew rs{ vieglih xli 
Lords. Its Commons passage was, however, far from 
straightforward. The government was forced into a 
series of concessions relating to the referendum timing, 
the referendum question, and the rules governing the 
referendum campaign.

Regarding timing, the government initially proposed 
wmqtp} xlex xli vijivirhyq {syph xeoi tpegi f} xli irh 
sj 645;2 Xli fmpp rs{ tvszmhiw xlex mx {mpp rsx gsmrgmhi 
{mxl xli zevmsyw Qe} ipigxmsrw mr imxliv 645: sv 645;2 
The government also accepted a four-month notice 
tivmsh jsv givxemr qexxivw xlex {mpp qeoi mx levh xs gepp e 
snap poll.

Sr xli vijivirhyq uyiwxmsr0 e ø]iw3Rsù uyiwxmsr ewomrk 
øWlsyph xli Yrmxih Omrkhsq viqemr e qiqfiv sj xli 
European Union?’ was initially proposed. Following 
advice from the Electoral Commission, however, this 
{ew glerkih xs øWlsyph xli Yrmxih Omrkhsq viqemr e 
member of the European Union or leave the European 
YrmsrCù Xli glerki viăigxih fsxl jsgyw kvsyt Ărhmrkw 
and a successful campaign by advocates of ‘Brexit’, 
{ls evkyih xlex e ]iw3Rs uyiwxmsr {syph fi fmewih2 
Wyttsvxivw sj IY qiqfivwlmt jempih xs gsyrxiv xlmw0 erh 
now face the challenge of campaigning for an option 
called ‘Remain’.

On campaign rules, the government proposed to 
increase the usual spending limits and this was agreed. 
But it faced bigger problems with its proposed relaxation 
of the so-called ‘purdah’ rules, which restrict the 
government’s use of the Whitehall publicity machine 
during an election or referendum. They are intended to 
tvizirx xli kszivrqirx jvsq qeomrk errsyrgiqirxw 
sv tyfpmwlmrk kssh ri{w wxsvmiw {lmgl qmklx mrăyirgi 
the outcome. The government had originally argued that 
there should be no restrictions on the way that ministers 
could campaign in the run-up to the EU referendum. But 
jspps{mrk gvmxmgmwq jvsq Fivrevh Niromr QT erh sxliv 
Iyvswgitxmg fegofirglivw0 xli kszivrqirx qshmĂih mxw 
position and accepted that purdah should be in place, 
but with an exemption that would allow ministers ‘to 
communicate a position on the referendum in restrained 
and moderate terms’.

Xlmw gsrgiwwmsr jempih xs uyipp e vifippmsr f} 7; 
Gsrwivzexmzi QTw0 erh sr ; Witxiqfiv xli kszivrqirx 
wyʆivih mxw Ăvwx hijiex mr xli Lsywi sj Gsqqsrw0 pswmrk 
e zsxi sr xli tyvhel vypiw f} 756 xs 6<92 Xli vifipw 
argued that anything but the strict application of purdah 
rules meant that the referendum result would be ‘rigged’ 
and ‘invalid’, while the government maintained that 
wxvmgx tyvhel gsyph qeoi kszivrqirx hiepmrkw {mxl xli 
EU ‘impossible’. Ministers needed to continue to give 
an account of their day-to-day business with the EU, 
and also to explain the outcome of the government’s 
membership renegotiations to the British public. Foreign 
Sʇgi pe{}ivw {ivi gsrgivrih ex xli vmwo sj nyhmgmep 
vizmi{ mj xli tyvhel vypiw {ivi rsx vipe|ih0 ew er} sʇgmep 
statements made by ministers relating to the EU could 
be construed as potentially in breach of purdah.

Xlmw womvqmwlmrk efsyx xli geqtemkr vypiw {mpp wiiq 
wxverki xs syxwmhi sfwivzivw2 Tvsjiwwsv Weve Lsfspx 
,PWI- lew gsqqirxih xlex wxvmgx tyvhel vypiw evi piww 
commonly applied in EU referendums in other European 
countries. In Irish referendums on the EU, ministers have 
not been prohibited from presenting their case in the 
vyr1yt xs xli zsxi2 Mr Hirqevo0 xli gsrgpywmsr sj wmqmpev 
debates has been that purdah restrictions should not 
ettp} mr vijivirhyqw2 Wii here for her full commentary.

International

The race is on in the US primaries

The race for the White House is in full swing. Over 40 
Republicans have declared themselves candidates, 
fyx xli jsgyw lew fiir sr fmppmsremvi Hsreph Xvyqt0 sr 
son and brother of former Bush presidents Jeb Bush, 
erh ô vmwmrk mr xli tsppw ô vixmvih riyvswyvkisr Hv Fir 
Carson and former businesswoman and current head of 
Good360 Carly Fiorina. Much of the attention has been 
on Trump’s sizeable lead in the polls, despite clashes 
with fellow candidates and journalists, plus questionable 
performances in the two Republican debates held so far. 
It remains unclear whether Trump’s populist policies and 
popularity are robust in light of increasing pressure and 
criticism from women and minority groups.

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/europeanunionreferendum.html
http://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-purdah-controversy-setting-the-rules-of-the-referendum-game/
http://good360.org/
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Jsv xli Hiqsgvexw xli jsgyw lew fiir pevkip} sr  
Hillary Clinton, who leads all other candidates although 
her numbers have been slipping recently. Clinton’s 
tstypevmx} lew wyʆivih jsv x{s tvmrgmtep viewsrw> ywi sj 
e tvmzexi wivziv jsv i1qempw {lmpi Wigvixev} sj Wxexi0 erh 
xli mrgviewmrk tstypevmx} sj Fivrmi Werhivw2 Werhivw0 
xli nyrmsv Wirexsv jvsq Zivqsrx0 mw er mrhitirhirx {ls 
geygywiw {mxl xli Hiqsgvexw fyx hiwgvmfiw lmqwipj ew e 
hiqsgvexmg wsgmepmwx2 Li0 pmoi Niviq} 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-permanent-secretary-at-ministry-of-justice-announced--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-permanent-secretary-at-ministry-of-justice-announced--2
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Constitution Unit news 

New leadership team, Associates  
and Fellows

The autumn has brought important changes at the top 
at the Constitution Unit. Robert Hazell, who founded the 
Yrmx mr 5==90 stepped down ew Hmvigxsv sr 74 Witxiqfiv 
and has entered semi-retirement. He is succeeded as 
Hmvigxsv f} xli tvizmsyw Hityx} Hmvigxsv0 Meg Russell. 
Mr Witxiqfiv0 Eper Vir{mgo joined UCL from the 
Yrmzivwmx} sj Viehmrk erh figsqiw xli ri{ Hityx} 
Hmvigxsv ,wii tvsĂpi fips{-2 Mr ehhmxmsr0 x{s sxliv YGP 
egehiqmgw lezi xeoir sr xli wxexyw sj Ewwsgmexi Wxeʆ> 
Hv Glvmwxmri Vil0 er IY wtigmepmwx mr xli Hitevxqirx sj 
Tspmxmgep Wgmirgi3Wglssp sj Tyfpmg Tspmg}0 erh Hv Gspq 
O’Cinneide, a human rights specialist from the Faculty  
of Laws. The changeover also saw the launch of our new 
kvsyt sj Gsrwxmxyxmsr Yrmx Jipps{w0 tvsĂpih sr teki  
15. We are very happy to welcome them all.
 

Qik Vywwipp erh Eper Vir{mgo

Welcome to Alan Renwick

Xli Yrmxùw ri{ Hityx} Hmvigxsv0 Eper Vir{mgo0 nsmrw yw  
from the University of Reading, and has previously  
held positions at Oxford University. He has particular 
expertise in electoral systems and electoral reform, 
erh mw xli eyxlsv sj x{s fssow> The Politics of Electoral 
Reform ,Geqfvmhki Yrmzivwmx} Tviww0 6454- erh A 
Citizen’s Guide to Electoral Reform ,Fmxifego0 6455-2 

Lmw xlmvh fsso0 Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization 
of Electoral Systems in Europe is due out with Oxford 
Yrmzivwmx} Tviww mr Neryev}2 Li lew epws vigirxp} 
published on the conduct of referendums, and options 
for a constitutional convention for the UK. Alan is 
currently part of a collaborative project with the 
yrmzivwmxmiw sj Wliʇiph erh Wsyxleqtxsr xs vyr x{s 
pilot citizens’ assemblies. The project is funded by the 
IWVG0 erh fikmrw xlmw qsrxl2 Ythexiw sr mxw tvskviww 
will appear in future issues.

Other staff changes

We are very sorry to say goodbye to several valued 
qiqfivw sj xli Yrmx2 Hv Neqiw Qipxsr lew hitevxih YGP 
xs vixyvr xs lmw rexmzi YW2 Syv ri{wpixxiv erh fpsk ihmxsv0 
Wsrepm Geqtmsr0 lew epws qszih sr xs e ri{ tswmxmsr0 
ex Hiqsgvexmg Eyhmx YO2 Mr liv tpegi {i evi hipmklxih 
xs {ipgsqi Nego Wliphsr0 {ls xsso yt xli tswx mr 
Sgxsfiv2 Xli TGYO xieq fmhw jevi{ipp xs jsvqiv viwievgl 
ewwmwxerx Qevgs Qsvyggm {ls lew qszih xs xli YW xs hs 
e TlH ex Hyoi Yrmzivwmx}0 erh {ipgsqiw Nezmiv Wenyvme 
ew e viwievgl ewwsgmexi sr xli IWVG Vitviwirxexmzi 
Audit of Britain project. Javier is formally employed 
f} Wxvexlgp}hi Yrmzivwmx} {svomrk {mxl tvsnigx tevxriv 
Wolfgang Rudig, but will spend part of his time at UCL 
{livi li mw gyvvirxp} gsqtpixmrk lmw TlH2 Jmrepp}0 psrk1
xmqi TGYO viwievgl ewwsgmexi Hv Glv}we Peqtvmreosy 
xvezipw epp xli {e} hs{r Ks{iv Wxviix xs Fmvofigo 
Gsppiki0 fyx gsrxmryiw xs {svo sr xli Vitviwirxexmzi 

/constitution-unit/people/robert-hazell
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/constitution-unit-news/011015
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/people/meg-russell
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/people/alan-renwick
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/spp/people/academic/christine-reh
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/people/colm-ocinneide/
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/people/colm-ocinneide/
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/comparative-politics/politics-electoral-reform-changing-rules-democracy
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/comparative-politics/politics-electoral-reform-changing-rules-democracy
https://www.bitebackpublishing.com/posts/new-book-a-citizen-s-guide-to-electoral-reform-by-alan-renwick
https://www.bitebackpublishing.com/posts/new-book-a-citizen-s-guide-to-electoral-reform-by-alan-renwick
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199685042.do
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199685042.do
http://www.consoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/J1847_Constitution_Society_Report_Cover_WEB.pdf
http://www.consoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/J1847_Constitution_Society_Report_Cover_WEB.pdf
http://citizensassembly.co.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/constitution-unit-news/240615
http://constitution-unit.com/tag/20th-anniversary/


15

 New Constitution Unit 
Fellows

In October, alongside the change of leadership at the 
Unit, we are very pleased to welcome a new group of 
Constitution Unit Fellows. The eight Fellows are senior 
academics at other universities who will have strong 
pmrow xs xli Yrmx xlvsykl gsrxvmfyxmrk xs syv tyfpmgexmsrw0 
research and events. Future editions of Monitor will 
provide occasional updates on their research.

Professor Justin Fisher

Nywxmr Jmwliv mw Tvsjiwwsv sj 
Tspmxmgep Wgmirgi0 Hmvigxsv 
of the Magna Carta Institute 
erh Lieh sj xli Hitevxqirx 
sj Tspmxmgw0 Lmwxsv} * xli 
Fvyrip Pe{ Wglssp ex Fvyrip 
University London. He has 
acted as an adviser to many 
political bodies, including 
parliament, the Ministry of 

Nywxmgi0 xli Gsqqmxxii sr Wxerhevhw mr Tyfpmg Pmji0 
the Electoral Commission and the Council of Europe. 
Lmw {svo jsgywiw tvmrgmtepp} sr tspmxmgep tevxmiw erh 
ipigxmsrw ô iwtigmepp} eview vipexih xs tevx} Ărergi erh 
campaigning. He is currently principal investigator of 
er IWVG1jyrhih wxyh} sj gsrwxmxyirg} geqtemkrmrk ex 
the 6459 Kirivep Ipigxmsr.

Professor Michael Kenny

Qmgleip Oirr} mw Hmvigxsv 
of the Mile End Institute at 
Queen Mary, University of 
London. He was awarded a 
Major Research Fellowship 
by the Leverhulme Trust in 
6456ô57 xs gsqtpixi e wxyh} 
of the cultural, political and 
constitutional dimensions 
of the English question and 

xlmw {svo gypqmrexih mr lmw fsso The Politics of English 
Nationhood. He is currently conducting a major project 
evaluating the implementation of ‘English votes for English 
laws’, and is a Visiting Research Fellow at the Centre on 
Constitutional Change.

Professor Cristina Leston-Bandeira

Cristina Leston-Bandeira 
mw Tvsjiwwsv sj Tspmxmgw 
ex xli Wglssp sj Tspmxmgw 
erh Mrxivrexmsrep Wxyhmiw0 
Yrmzivwmx} sj Piihw2 Wli mw 
xli Gs1Gsrzirsv sj xli TWE 
Tevpmeqirxw erh Pikmwpexyviw 
wtigmepmwx kvsyt erh wli {svow 
in the area of comparative 
legislatures. Cristina’s research 

has recently focused on parliament and public engagement 
and she is currently co-leading a project on how the UK 
parliament engages the public in the legislative process.

Professor Andrew Le Sueur

Erhvi{ Pi Wyiyv mw Tvsjiwwsv 
of Constitutional Justice at 
the University of Essex and is 
involved in practical law reform 
issues as a member of the 
Jersey Law Commission. His 
interests span constitutional 
and administrative law, 
including courts and the 
‘justice infrastructure’, judicial 

review and the challenges faced by very small legal 
systems. He is part of the team leading development of the 
Ryʇiph Jsyrhexmsrùw gvsww1hmwgmtpmrev} YO Ehqmrmwxvexmzi 
Justice Institute.

Professor Kate Malleson

Oexi Qeppiwsr mw Tvsjiwwsv 
of Law at Queen Mary, 
University of London. Her 
main research interests are 
the judiciary, the legal system 
erh xli gsrwxmxyxmsr2 Wli lew 
a particular interest in judicial 
selection processes and 
the challenge of increasing 
diversity in the composition 

sj xli nyhmgmev}2 Wli vigirxp} gsqtpixih0 {mxl gsppiekyiw 
from the Constitution Unit and Birmingham University, a 
three year AHRC funded project on ‘The politics of judicial 
independence in the UK’s changing constitution’. Its 
Ărhmrkw {ivi tyfpmwlih mr e fsso sj xli weqi xmxpi f}  
GYT mr 64592

http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199608614.do
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199608614.do
http://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/centre
http://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/centre
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/law/constitutional-and-administrative-law/politics-judicial-independence-uks-changing-constitution
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Professor Nicola McEwen

Rmgspe QgI{ir mw Tvsjiwwsv 
sj Xivvmxsvmep Tspmxmgw ex xli 
University of Edinburgh. 
Wli mw Ewwsgmexi Hmvigxsv sj 
xli IWVG Wgsxxmwl Girxvi sr 
Constitutional Change,  
and Managing Editor 
of Regional and Federal 
Wxyhmiw0 xli piehmrk Iyvstier 
nsyvrep mr xli Ăiph sj xivvmxsvmep 

tspmxmgw2 Wli lew tyfpmwlih {mhip} mr xli Ăiph sj xivvmxsvmep 
politics, multi-level government and nationalism, and is 
actively involved in informing debate within the wider 
tspmg} erh tspmxmgep gsqqyrmx}0 xlvsykl qihme {svo0 
consultancy and public engagement. 

Professor Petra Schleiter

Tixve Wglpimxiv mw Tvsjiwwsv  
sj Gsqtevexmzi Tspmxmgw 
ex xli Hitevxqirx sj Tspmxmgw 
and International Relations, 
Yrmzivwmx} sj S|jsvh2 Tixve mw e 
comparative political scientist 
whose research examines 
how political institutions 
shape representation 
and accountability. Her 

gsqtevexmzi ettvsegl mrjsvqw liv {svo sr xli YO 
gsrwxmxyxmsr2 Wli lew tyfpmwlih sr xli mqtpmgexmsrw 
sj xli Jm|ih1Xivq Tevpmeqirxw Egx ,6455-0 xli YOùw 

http://www.futureukandscotland.ac.uk/projects/research-centre
http://www.futureukandscotland.ac.uk/projects/research-centre
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13597566.asp
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13597566.asp
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http://constitution-unit.com
http://www.ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Constitution-Unit/134498506570416
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_UCL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/constitution-unit/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/events
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-of-the-bbc-tickets-18555270313
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-of-the-bbc-tickets-18555270313
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/50-fewer-mps-challenges-for-the-next-constituencies-review-registration-18571401562
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/britains-new-political-class-all-change-in-the-house-registration-18712039213
https://vimeo.com/channels/301095/videos/sort:date/format:thumbnail
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/05/where-next-ukip
/constitution-unit/constitution-unit-news/280715
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02ynbhj
/constitution-unit/constitution-unit-news/010915
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-34131543
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b069xzsx
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