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6D

6E

6F

League tables

6D.1

UCL Academy

The Provost summarised UCL’s performance in a number of recent
league tables, noting in particular the advent of new methodologies,
including one ranking based on the number of Google searches for
each institution®.

[Council Minute 112B, 2013-14]

6E.1

Following an OFSTED inspection of the UCL Academy earlier in the
year and the subsequent development of an action plan, a monitoring
visit had now taken place. OFSTED had commended the action taken
in response to the recommendations. The Provost congratulated the
Principal, Geraldine Davies, and the Board of Governors chaired by
Professor David Price, for the expeditious measures taken in this
matter.

Funding of Higher Education

6F.1

The Provost updated Council on the national HE funding picture,
noting in particular Labour’s decision not to announce a £6,000 fees
policy in the leader’s recent conference speech, as well as the support
in some quarters for the ‘big institutes’ model. The appointments of
George Freeman as Minister for Life Sciences and Greg Clarke as
Minister for Universities, Science and Cities, were noted.

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION MERGER
[Council Minute 112C, 2013-14]

Received

7.1

APPENDIX C 1/03


http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/the-20-most-searched-universities-in-the-world-on-google/2015972.article
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/news/the-20-most-searched-universities-in-the-world-on-google/2015972.article
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undesirability of any delay between formal confirmation and
implementation.

Discussion

7.5 Council discussed the implications of the
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8 VICE PROVOST (RESEARCH) REPORT
Received
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Reported

9.3

9.4

9.5

The Provost summarised the history of UCL’s budgetary strategy in
recent years, noting that prior to the phased reduction of the capital
funding stream it has been customary to budget for a zero surplus.

Only in recent years had the need to generate a surplus in order to
fund reinvestment come to be generally accepted.

Noting that work was ongoing in making improvements to the format of
the paper, Mr Harding tabled a paper summarising the headline figures
of the update. It was intended that a summary of this sort would be
included in future updates.

The overall surplus was £34.5m (3.4%), including £20.3m from
exceptional capital items. The operating surplus showed a £4.7m
negative variance against budget. The outcome was an improvement
on the third quarter forecast, principally as a result of a lower than
anticipated level of expenditure on equipment at the end of the year.

exceeded their budget targets overall, although
SLMS had fallen short, principally due to a shortfall in generating the
targeted savings in pay costs. The overspend in Professional Services
s due principally to: additional costs on early retirement / voluntary
severance (which were picked up as a central cost);
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Matters for approval or information
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