
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefing 2019-2020 

 
The UCL Centre for Law and the Environment provides a focal point for UCL’s outstanding 
expertise and academic strength in the field of law and the environment. The academic 
members of the Centre pursue a broad range of interests. 

Dr Danae Azaria is a public international lawyer with a 
particular interest in international law on energy and 
natural resources, as well as the law of treaties, State 
responsibility, and international dispute settlement. She is 
a qualified attorney and collaborates as an academic 
advisor with numerous government departments (in the 
UK and abroad), international organisations (including the 
United Nations, and as a member of the Legal Advisory 
Task Force of the Energy Charter Secretariat), law firms 
and corporations.  

Lord Carnwath was appointed to the Faculty and the Centre in 2020 as an Honorary 
Professor and Distinguished Judicial Visitor. Lord Carnwath recently retired from the Supreme 
Court. He is widely admired for his expertise and engagement in planning and environmental 
law, and will be pursuing his interest in climate change and law from his position in the Centre. 

Professor Jane Holder’s research focuses on regulatory mechanisms for environmental 
protection, particularly environmental assessmre ny t
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Dr Ludwig Krämer was head of the Legal Unit of DG Environment, European Commission 
between 1987 and 1994, and then moved to head the Waste Management Unit. In 2001, 
Ludwig became head of the unit on Environmental Governance, retiring from the Commission 
in 2004. He is currently a Senior Counsel to ClientEarth and a board member of the Advisory 
Board of Justice and Environment. Professor Catherine Redgwell is Chichele Professor of 
Public International Law at the University of Oxford, having been professor of public 



Following recent developments within the European 
Parliament aimed at stricter regulation of the environmental 
impacts of maritime shipping, Killian organised a virtual 
seminar attended by over 150 participants. Speakers 
included the rapporteur from the European Parliament 
environment committee, leading industry representatives 
and law of the sea experts. The full recording of the event 
can be found here. And we have a number of online events 

planned for the rest of 2020 and into 2021, starting with the Annual Lecture in November. 

Our students and teaching are at the heart of the 
Centre. Our LLM in environmental law and policy 
attracted committed and talented students from all over 
the world in 2019-20. Information on our specialism can 
be found here. We also have a thriving undergraduate 
environmental law module, and new LLB students follow 
a climate change case study as their induction to the 
Faculty. At University level, Jane has worked with UCL's 
Sustainability Literacy group to develop principles and a 
programme of work to align UCL's teaching and research with SDGs.  And in July 2020, 
Steven took part in the Faculty’s Summer School (which offers state school students a taste 
of studying a degree programme and of university life) using a climate change hypothetical to 
show the ‘super wicked’ nature of the problem we face. Our research student Chiara Armeni 
successfully completed her PhD, Public Participation in Decision-Making on Wind Energy 
Infrastructure, in early 2020.  

Our teaching made a rapid move online in March 2020. Our students are extraordinary. They 
continue to be as engaged, collaborative and creative as they always are. We are excited 
about working with our new LLM and LLB students this year and hope to be meeting them in 
person before too long. 

After long and contentious debate, the UK left the 
European Union at the beginning of 2020, although 
uncertainty around the details of Brexit remain. Centre 
members continue to be involved in advising government, 
parliamentarians and NGOs. Centre members, along with 
other environmental law academics and practitioners 
across the UK, signed a joint letter published in The 
Telegraph expressing concern over claims that 
the Environment Bill 2020 maintains current environmental 

protections and enshrines the highest standards in law. Richard and Eloise have been 
members of the UKELA Brexit Working Party, now renamed with an expanded remit the 
Governance and Devolution Group. Maria has been a member of Greener UK’s Brexit 
Scenarios Group and is an associate of the Brexit and Environment network. She also 
participated in a Green Alliance podcast on extending the transition period. Gracia advised 
the Zero Carbon Commission on how carbon pricing may be implemented in the UK post-




