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Paper abstracts (in order of presentation) 
 

 
Kane Race (he/him) 

Pharmacopornographic Feeling: rereading Testo Junkie 
 

Paul Preciado’s Testo Junkie: sex, drugs and biopolitics in the pharmacopornographic era (2013) is a 

queer and contradictory piece of work. In the registers of the book most redolent of humanities 

scholarship, a grand new theory of biopower is proposed linked to the machinations of the late 

20th century pharmaceutical and pornographic industries whose stimulating, psychotropic, and 

biomolecular creations (synthetic hormones, porn, oocytes, antidepressants) really get beneath the 

skin; they are said to control and determine subjectivities, ultimately emerging as ‘ingestible 

panopticon’ – the latest disciplinary devices late capitalism (or grand narratologists) would have us 

swallow. But in the book’s auto-theoretical register, the author-narrator BP – struck by the grief of 

having lost a remarkable friend and cultural provocateur, GD – embarks on a program of illicit 

experimentation that involves self-administering testosterone gel every day or two (despite the 

experiment deviating in every way from all normative indications and prescribed applications that 

would seek to define this substance and its proper uses, a protocol is devised). BP proceeds to 

document the sexual, affective, intellectual and relational adventures and escapades this occasions 

in the diverse circumstances and intimate situations in which it all takes place. If Testo Junkie is an 

experiment, what kind of experiment might it be? I argue that the contrapuntal registers of Testo 

Junkie discussed above can be hung fairly conveniently and constructively across Whitehead’s 

bifurcation of nature. Where the argument about pharmacopower trades in claims about the 

primary qualities of biomolecular entities, the auto-experimental sections of the book diverge and 

instead attend provocatively, intensively, compulsively to sensuous relations, capacities for feeling 

and aesthetic fabulation. Framing Testo Junkie scientifically and symmetrically, as an embodied, 

material experiment, enables us to make new and unexpected claims about testosterone effects, 

their preconditions and precursors, however wild and fantastic these turn out to be (Some lesser-

known side-effects of Testogel consumption: Undoing gender, devising new theories of biopower, 

sex marathons, etc.). But the question of what testosterone is and does becomes impossible to 

disentangle from aesthetic cares, concerns, attachments and instaurations in the process. 

Rereading Testo Junkie front to back, back to front, leads us to ask afresh (again) what and how are 

psychotropic substances (here, Testogel) becoming?  

  

Preciado, Paul. 2013. Testo Junkie: sex, drugs and biopolitics in the pharmacopornographic era. New 

York: The Feminist Press, 2013. 





                               
 
Madeleine Pape (she/her) 

Beyond Biofeminism: For a Queer Vision of Gender Equity in Sport 
 
Over recent years, the participation of trans and gender diverse people has emerged as a defining 
issue for women’s sport. A dominant narrative in such debates has been that women’s sport will be 





                               
 
Adam Christianson (he/him) and Alex Aldridge (she/her) 

Pandora’s Box: Exploring the queer ecologies of sex on drugs  

This paper is mobilized by our discomfort as queer scholars with the current landscape of sex-on-
drugs research. The current approach to ‘chemsex’ forwarded over the last decade has proved 
productive for resisting the pathologisation of sex on drugs. By situating the phenomenon as an 
embodied response to a particular set of social and material conditions, this body of work has 



                               
 
Environmentalism and its social movements have been often critiqued for heteronormativity in 
upholding reproductive futurity, family values, and essentialized visions of nature. Queer theories 
have helped situate the proliferation of disparate queer ecologies, and messy, and entangled 
naturecultures. Queer environmental entanglements remain suggestive of the myriad ways through 
which “queer” and “environment” get de-territorialized and re-thought in connection with each 
other. Our essay works through one such de-territorialization in expanding the scope of these 
entanglements to transnational arenas. What might the transnational contribute to queer 
entanglements? And, how does this shift the “nature” of queer environmental entanglements?  
Our attention to enlarging the scope of queer environmental entanglements draws on two bodies of 
work. First, consistent tropes in Indian folklore and their occurrences in contemporary Indian 
society, i.e., a woman marrying a tree. These marriages defy reproductive rationales, ostensibly for 
astrological reasons. For example, a woman might marry a tree in order to break a curse so the 



                               
 



                               
 
speaks to repetitiveness and the agency of actors, but is also uneven, at times irregular, and often 
departs from the norms of long-term and stable relations between researcher and researched.  
 
Angel Samuel Perez (he/him)





                               
 
In our presentation we want to reflect on the specific process of publishing the Queer STS Forum in 
2020 and what we learned about promoting academic kindness in pandemic times: 
https://queersts.com/forum-queer-sts/queer-sts-forum-5-2020/.  

Mat Paskins (they/them) 
 



                               
 
 

 
 
 


