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Databases

For in depth literature searching UCL has access to hundreds of subject specific 
databases such as Medline, PsycInfo, Geobase & Compendex. These allow for 
more focused research and help you to:

discover what has been published on a particular subject
identify journal articles 
identify book chapters in some cases, especially those in edited collections
save time, as they usually summarise articles in an abstract 
allow you to find out who has cited certain articles 
keep up to date with new publications in your field of interest
confirm, check or verify bibliographic details in cases of doubt

Databases A-Z are available via: 



General advice on searching

Databases differ from one to another but there are 
some general tips and considerations below.  

Spend some time thinking about concepts or keywords to 
describe your topic, before you start.

Most databases have basic search options where you just 
enter all your keywords into one search box, and advanced 
search options where you can enter concepts into multiple 
search boxes and select the fields you wish to search e.g. 
title, abstract etc.

Combine keywords with AND, OR, NOT (or in rarer cases & , _) 
For example:
- children AND adults will find records containing both words 
- children OR adults will find records containing either word 
- children NOT adults will find records containing the first 
  word but not the second word

Truncate concepts using an asterisk * e.g. politic* finds 
political, politics and politician (NB some databases may 
use other symbols such as $ or !)

Mask characters with a wildcard character such as a 



Need more help?

Please ask staff for help in 
any of our libraries or see 
www.ucl.ac.uk/
library/help
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