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Introduction 
Student selected components (SSCs) represent one of the ‘choice’ elements of the MBBS programme, which, 
when added to the ‘core’ elements, enrich student learning and allow students to tailor what they learn to 
their individual needs and interests. SSCs are a core requirement of all undergraduate medical programmes 
and are an integral part of the curriculum, enabling students to develop and demonstrate mandatory 
competencies while also providing students with the choice to study an area of particular interest to them. 
 
The aims of SSCs are to provide students with an opportunity to study additional optional topics which are 
not included in the core MBBS curriculum, or to study topics of interest to them in more depth, to engage in 
a more meaningful way in an area of practice that they have enjoyed, or to allow students to develop skills 
or understand
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Teaching 
SSCs are provided in half-day teaching sessions in years 1 and 2. 
In year 1, SSCs are timetabled as a single block consisting of 8 weeks from January to March on Thursday 
afternoons for 3 hours.  
In year 2, SSCs are timetabled as a single block consisting of 8 weeks from October to December on Friday 
afternoons for 3 hours.  
 
Written objectives and a programme for the SSC should be provided during the first session. It is also helpful 
if students are informed as early in the SSC as possible of exactly what the required assessment will involve, 
e.g. marking criteria, word limits for written work and referencing styles, presentation dates and timings, 
etc. Writing and presentation guidance should be provided as many students will not have written an essay, 
made a poster, or given a presentation before.  
 
In advance of the SSC, stu

https://uclms-asr.app/
https://uclms-asr.app/
/medical-school/current-mbbs-students/z-policies-and-faqs#attendance
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presentation, a poster or a piece of artwork. If possible, it is recommended that a combination of assessment 
methods be used. This assessment should also reflect the contact hours of the SSC. An essay alongside 
another form of assessment, such as a presentation, is the most popular assessment method currently used 
by SSC leads. As a guideline, if setting only an essay, this should be a maximum of 1500 words. However, if 
using an essay and another assessment method, the word count should be reduced, for example, a maximum 
of 1000 words and a 15-minute individual presentation. 
 
If a student fails their SSC assessment, SSC leads should offer an additional alternative assessment. This 
reassessment will be a piece of work equivalent to the original assessment for the SSC and may also involve 
an oral examination. If a student fails their SSC, the SSC lead should immediately notify the SSC Admin 
Team, including a description of the planned alternative assessment. This reassessment option is not 
available to students who fail their SSC due to poor attendance without valid (and documented) reasons; 
students in this situation may be required to take a year away from the course whilst becoming ‘complete’ 
for their SSC. 
 
On second attempt, the grade awarded will be capped at D. 
 

Plagiarism  
As an SSC lead, you will need to be aware of the problem of plagiarism; it is the responsibility of the SSC lead 
to report any suspicion of plagiarism to the SSC Admin Team immediately so that it can be investigated and 
appropriate action taken.  
 
Students are required to submit their coursework through Turnitin via links on the Year 1 / Year 2 Moodle 
pages. SSC leads should be concerned with a similarity score of 15-25%. Anything higher than 30% means 
serious plagiarism, and the student will be required to repeat the coursework, covering a different topic. 

/medical-school/current-mbbs-students/z-policies-and-faqs#cheating-plagiarism
/medical-school/current-mbbs-students/z-policies-and-faqs#cheating-plagiarism
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Circumstances documentation). This documentation can be obtained from the Divisional Tutor 
(mbbsy1@ucl.ac.uk or mbbsy2@ucl.ac.uk). 
 
Only the Divisional Tutor is able to approve extensions to SSC deadlines. 
 
UCL’s standard deadline is 5pm on the day of submission, and SSC leads are expected to comply with UCL’s 
standard. 
 
Unless Extenuating Circumstances have been approved, a late (more than one week) submission of 
coursework triggers a Concern over Attendance and Engagement procedure. Failure to submit coursework 
triggers a Concern over Professional Behaviour(s) procedure and a meeting with the MBBS Student Support 
Team. The SSC Admin Team will submit these reports via the online reporting system. SSC leads must inform 
the SSC Admin Team immediately of any late submissions. 
 
Students with Statements of Reasonable Adjustments (SORAs) may request a one-week extension to written 
coursework deadlines. The student must request a SORA in advance via 

  

mailto:mbbsy1@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:mbbsy2@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:medsch.mbbs-tutors@ucl.ac.uk
/medical-school/current-mbbs-students/z-policies-and-faqs#coursework-requirements
/medical-school/current-mbbs-students/z-policies-and-faqs#coursework-requirements
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-4-assessment-framework-taught-programmes/section-4-marking-moderation
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-4-assessment-framework-taught-programmes/section-4-marking-moderation
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Medical School Finance Team. Notification of estimated consumables/non-pay costs should be notified 
to your divisional finance teams by early January at the latest. 

 SSCs led by NHS staff or private providers (which may or may not include a contribution from University 
funded staff) generate University funding allocated via Student Load to the division most closely 
associated with the clinical specialty. In previous years, they also generated Department of Health 
funding allocated to the NHS or private provider as part of the annual NHS Undergraduate Tariff planning 
exercise, but this has now changed due to changes in HEE guidance. Alternative funding arrangements 

mailto:m.hill@ucl.ac.uk
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Example Year 1 SSCs Offered in Previous Years 
 Anatomy from Rembrandt to Grey’s: Learning Medicine Through the Arts 

 Antibodies and Rheumatological Diseases 

 Art and Medicine: Exploring the Experience of Illness Through Art 

 Basic Molecular Techniques in Clinical, Diagnosis and Research 

 Birth to 6 weeks: Care and Development of Babies 

 Blood, Bugs and Pus: Painting, Poetry, Prose and the Good Doctor. 

 Cardiovascular Medicine: From Bench to Bedside 

 Crime Prevention and Public Health 

 Death and Dying in Society, Theory and Practice 

 Exercise, Physical Activity, and Health 

 Expedition and Wilderness Medicine 

 Health Technology and the Body 

 History and Philosophy of Medicine and its Contemporary Relevance 

 How to Live Forever: Research to Prevent Ageing 

 Infectious Diseases in Developing Countries 

 Introductory British Sign Language  

 Life in the Frozen State – The Impact of Cryobiology in Medicine and Biology. 

 Maxillo Facial Surgery 

 Medically Important Proteins in Disease 

 Medicine and the Law Issues at the End of Life 

 Open Minds - Student Led 

 Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) - Bringing Patients Back to the Centre 

 Pre-Hospital Care: Acute Medicine in the Community 

 Psychoanalysis: A Psychological Therapy for the 21st Century? 

 Radiological Anatomy 

 Speak Up for Asthma Schools Programme 

 Taking the Lead – Medical Management and Leadership 

 The Challenge of Alois Alzheimer 

 Viva La Vulva: Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights  

 Volunteering and Your Personal Development 

Example Year 2 SSCs Offered in Previous Years 
 Academic Pre-Hospital Care  
 Are We Failing our Children and our Future? 

 Culture, Ethics, and Religion in the Clinical Encounter 

 Epithelial Function in Health and Disease 

 Evolution: What Every Doctor Needs to Know 

 History of Medicine 

 Introduction to Children’s Language Development 

 


