


Trends in disability 

Is disability in older people expanding or contracting? 
In other words, as life expectancy increases, does 
the proportion of years lived with disability increase or 
decrease? The answer is important because it shapes 
how we will experience our later life. Our projection is for a 
small expansion of the proportion of life with disability 
after age 65 among men, from 21% in 2015 to 24% in 
2025. Among women, this proportion is forecast to remain 
around its present level of 25%. 

Projection for the growth in the societal burden of disability 
in contrast gives cause for concern. The rate of increase 
in the costs of social care is rapid. Based on our functional 
definition of disability, 


