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          Slade School of Fine Art celebrates 150th Anniversary 

 
From Stanley Spencer and Chila Kumari Burman to Rachel Whiteread and Michael 
Armitage, Slade School of Fine Art has educated and trained generations of world-renowned 
artists since 1871.  
 
This autumn, the Slade, which is the art school of the University College London (UCL), will 
celebrate 150 years of fine art teaching and research with a varied programme of events that 
reflect on the past, showcase the present, and look ahead to the future.  
 
To mark the start of a year of celebrations, Slade is hosting an online event on Monday 4 
October which will see the launch of the Slade One Fund, aimed at ensuring fair and equal 
access to, and participation in, art education. 
 
There will also be an exclusive preview of the trailer for the Slade 150 documentary film, 
which will track key moments from the art school’s history, highlighting transformations, 
firsts, and definitive moments along the way. Through interviews, archives, artworks, and 
filmography, the documentary will shed light on the Slade’s present through the prism of the 
past, and look to the future, exploring its role at the vanguard of art research and education.  
 
Celebrations will continue with a Slade 150 symposium series and public exhibitions in 
the UCL Octagon Gallery and the UCL Art Museum, where visitors will be able to see a 
specially produced time map of the names of all those who have studied or worked at the 
Slade since 1871 in a collaboration with UCL Culture called Testing Ground. 
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since, fostering innovative, interdisciplinary artistic and art research cultures, and welcoming 
students from all over the world. 
 
By offering female students education on the same terms as men, the Slade set the stage 
for UCL to lead Britain in opening up university degrees to women. It has continued to 
innovate and influence throughout its history, transforming art education, research and 
practice nationally and internationally.  
 
Follow #Slade150 on social media to keep up to date with all the Slade 150 anniversary year 
events.
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Testing Ground is a collaborative exhibition curated by Slade staff with UCL Culture, to 
reflect on and celebrate the Slade’s unfolding collective narrative during and beyond this 
milestone year.  
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Our community of more than 41,500 students from 150 countries and over 12,500 staff 
pursues academic excellence, breaks boundaries and makes a positive impact on real world 
problems. 
 
We are consistently ranked among the top 10 universities in the world and are one of only a 
handful of institutions rated as having the strongest academic reputation and the broadest 
research impact.  
 
We have a progressive and integrated approach to our teaching and research – 
championing innovation, creativity and cross-disciplinary working. We teach our students 
how to think, not what to think, and see them as partners, collaborators and contributors.   
 
For almost 200 years, we are proud to have opened higher education to students from a 
wide range of backgrounds and to change the way we create and share knowledge.  
 
We were the first in England to welcome women to university education and that courageous 
attitude and disruptive spirit is still alive today. We are UCL. 
 
www.ucl.ac.uk| Follow @uclnews on Twitter | Watch our YouTube channel | Listen to UCL 
podcasts on SoundCloud 


