
 

Gender and the Internet of Things (‘IoT’) 
Futureproofing Online Harms legislation 

 
The number of internet-connected devices is growing 
rapidly. One estimate1 suggests there will be 500 billion 
internet-connected devices by 2030. The IoT is the 
network of these connected devices.   
 
The IoT provides benefits for modern life, but it also 
creates opportunities for new types of harm. 
Perpetrators of domestic abuse can misuse IoT devicesô 
features to monitor and control their victims. For 
example, internet-connected video cameras (such as 
on ósmartô doorbells) or wearable watches with 
integrated GPS tracking technology can 

mailto:l.tanczer@ucl.ac.uk
/steapp/research/digital-technologies-policy-laboratory/gender-and-iot
/steapp/research/digital-technologies-policy-laboratory/gender-and-iot
https://www.cisco.com/c/dam/en/us/products/collateral/se/internet-of-things/at-a-glance-c45-731471.pdf%202
https://www.cisco.com/c/dam/en/us/products/collateral/se/internet-of-things/at-a-glance-c45-731471.pdf%202
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/793360/Online_Harms_White_Paper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/793360/Online_Harms_White_Paper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/793360/Online_Harms_White_Paper.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/

