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HELEN KNOWLER: Okay.  Let's make a start.  A really warm welcome to you all for joining us today 
for the first many thanks legacy, education network event.  I am Helen Knowler and an associate 
professor based here at UCL, and I am here with my colleague Tor Wright.  I will asked to introduce. 
Sorry we are head phone sharing. 
 
>>:  Hi everyone I am Tor Wright for ELEP and I have pestered you with Emails I am working with 
Helen in the arena team getting this up and running at UCL and hopefully further afield.  It's nice to 
meet you all.  Please post any questions and I will pop useful information in the chat later.   
HELEN KNOWLER:  As you can tell we are in the room together. 
Yeah, so the nursing legacy education project began in September 2022 as a direct result of UCL's 
eugenic report and that explored the ways that teaching and learning works and can take account of 
UCL his trick links to eugenic and how we link to current and future educational activities.  In the 
harms with eugenics as an educational endeavour I wanted to acknowledge the students and 
colleagues and community members who prepared the ground for us. 
So we would like to like to thank the members of the original enquiry who took their time to work 
on the original eugenic issues and we thank the many students from BAME and to look at changing 
our educational practices going forward 



We are very excited to have Arathi and Manjula and we welcome feedback and we encourage 
people to join the ELA into help us think about the eugenics work moving forward. 
Please interact in the chat this afternoon.  We'll have a Q and A space at the end of Arathi's slide and 
the questions that Manjula and Arathi will have. 
We look forward to your questions.  Put links to your own work and resources if you want to and 
yes, please do ask questions as you go along and we'll do as many as we can in the final part of the 
event today 
Without further ado I will hand over to you Arathi.  Thank you so much for being with us today. 
 
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  Thank you very much and all the people who made the ground for this 
conversation to even take place today. 
Just going to share my screen. 
I hope it works.   
>>:  Yes we can see that.   
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  Okay.  I have called this presentation reparative futures of education and I 
hope we discuss what this could look like, what programme for reparative justice in education might 



 Departing from the kind of work is the work by Vanessa Andriotti and says there is some aspects of 
our social and political life that are not worth repairing if you like.  But require a profound reckon 
instruction.  An abolish of certain norms and practices and institution. 
This is not anti-thetical, but we understand re-creations, certainly in terms of the term: involving a 
type of repair.  But remay be might be in the sense of building new kinds of norms and practices, not 
necessarily going back or returning to a pre-existing form. 
 
The final point I want to make around, why the end of reparration: is the connections between past, 
present and future.  We can see it's a political agenda and a research agenda that can have 
consequences across generations, just like education itself.  Education is often thought of as an 
intergenerational endeavour and I am trying to work with idea of recreations in that similar vein. 
 
I have mentioned briefly we might think of reparation as a response but to what?  Projects have 
been built and been trying to address the historical state of colonial violence involved with 
enslavement, dispossession and land theft and exploitation.  We can also understand the forms of 
state and colonial violence, whilst they might be historical, that history is not in the past.  In fact, we 
can see that many of the injustices today, they are contemporary formations or after lives of that 
historical violence. 
Again here we start to see the reparative justice framework allows us to think carefully about the 
connections between past, present and future. 
I really want to draw your attention today, given we are talking about, specifically, about UCL's 



The second dimension is about epistemic reparration, and I have been thinking about the the fill 
philosopher Charles Mills.  Here draws attention to a structural economy that has allowed systemic 
era suress, and this throws up a range of questions about what our responsibility is as educators or 
those involved in education around repairing those injustices. 
 
Epistemic repair could be thought as an approach to knowledge that interrogates past and present 
epistemic injustices but refuses to carry forward their E rowtions precisely to attend them through 
educational systems and systems and practices. 
We can really see the power of education, it's transformative movement. 
There has been a clear sided understanding of the epistemic repair and epistemic injustice if we 
don't decolonise the curriculum those erasures and epistemic dehumanisation continues in our 
discipline knowledge and understanding. 
 
Sorry, also to point towards a new book that has come out.  I have not been able to get my hands on 
yet because I believe it's not yet printed in the UK.  But a book has been called reparative 
universities, and I think that is a really helpful resource for us and those interested to think how we 
can tr







The first thing that needs to happen is the collective recognition of the in justices.  The research will 
first of all map the injustices and built on the conversations on that 
If you think of the model for higher education and UCL, in some ways the legacies of eugenics report 
that is a truth telling exercise to really map out for the historical entanglements have been and to 
engage the community, which probably needs to be more, to engage the community to think 
together about what the practice is. 
 
So, I mean, some examples I can think about, to answer your question really directly: mentioned the 
decolonising, and I think that is an example of epistemic reform.  I think it's a really powerful one.  
Learning from the student-led movement and what it looks like to address the legacy of eugenics in 
UCL may be a really frontful line of enquiry for t us, and this project 
And pedagogy of repair: some work has been done.  Mostly familiar with the Australian context and 
thinking about indigenous-led pedagogic strategies to look at indigenous Sovereignty but to also 
relay and bring along non-indigenous people to understand the importance of indigenous 
Sovereignty. 
 
They are situated pedagogies and not necessarily templates to take from one context and put it into 



ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  Mm-hm, yeah (Laughter) stice the accountability frameworks that exist in 
institutions can create more harmful practices, especially when things are tick box exercises and so 
on. 
 
I think the first thing, reflecting on that tendency of institutions especially around equity and EDI 
work, equality diversity and inclusion, this has been a common critique and I think a right one, a lot 
of the work becomes tokenistic and a tick-box exercise. 
Perhaps my answer to your first question: how do we protect ourselves from that, where possible 
push back from that the co-option of discourses around equality diversity and inclusion which co-opt 
those ideas and turn them into a check list of somebody which does not make any transformation in 
terms of practices or institutional arrangements and so on. 
 
I think working with these ideas with the level of criticality and caution but also, you know this I 
hard, in the institutions we get worn down by this sort of the stuff but it's possible to be still engaged 
I order to shift the discourse.  I think if we start to call out things as tick box exercises may be they 
become delit jitmised and we can think of more other ways to look at these questions of justice.   
MANJULA PATRICK:  My final question I suppose is related to people who hold the balance of power, 
if you like. 
 
What do you think leaders, and that is leaders from different perspectives in different institutions 
like ours, what do they need to think about in supporting and progressing this work?   
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  Yeah.  I think they need to learn to listen and to learn. 
I also am speaking as a relatively senior member of my institution.  I count myself as part of that 
cohort that needs to listen.  If we think about it, to go back to the example of the Guardian reporting 
that has recently coming out in the last couple of weeks: the Guardian did not just turn around one 
day and decide to research on it's entanglements with slavery, it was responding to an on-going 
discourse that really probably, if you think about it, you know, was E le ved in 2020 with Black Lives 
Matter but it's been going on much lower pushed from below to see these are in justty asks and we 
all need to reckon with them 
An institutions like the Guardian has undertaken the programme of reconing with it and if we think 
of the parallels to the UCL and leaders need to be quite open and listen and take that learning quite 
seriously and not reproduce the harms into the future but to build a different future one aimed 
towards questions of justice..   
MANJULA PATRICK:  Thank you.  That was my final question.  I do have lots of other questions but I 
think issued stop now and allow people it audience to engage directly with you 
Thank you very much.  It's been a great pleasure.  Look forward to hearing more about your work. 
 
I will hand you back to Helen  
HELEN KNOWLER:  Thank you so much Arathi and Manjula for a really interesting conversation.  I 
think there is a lot of concepts based as a community, based on ideas today. 
We have questions come through in the chat Arathi.  I never know how people feel about turning on 
their cameras in these events.  We had Liz in the audience who made some interesting comments in 
the chat.  Do you want to turn your question on Liz and ask your question in the or happy for me to 
read out your comments?   
Liz?   
>>:  Liz Done: more of a comment than a question.  I look after the eugenics collection and anybody 
that wanted to engage get in contact with me if they wish. 
It's based in 



>>:  Yes that is one of the benefits of being at UCL.  The special collections are incredible and 
colleagues are also incredible.  We looking forward to thinking how the reparative pedagogy angle is 
particularly interesting in relation to these special collections 
 
Liz Done, and I see 2 Liz's in the chat!  Do you want to ask your ask your questions directly  
>>:  Yes I take thement about the archive that sounds absolutely wonderful.  Arathi I think you have 
answered my first question.  I was keen to know whether despite the limitations of high profile 
sociological theory do you still find it useful in analysing social injustice?  The type of injustice we are 
talking about?   
 
My second question: it's a question.  I guess I am wondering about what reconciliation actually 
means. 
To personalise it, it's living with ambivalence and I have many students from the African continent 
and generic research methods very dominant research methods it's going to be very valuable to 
them in enquiring a creditibility as academics.  Of course I am also, this relates to time and work 



ARATHI SRI



of those buildings but the names of the streets that are beyond the, if you like a jurisdiction of the 
university because it's the Bristol City Council.  It's the built environment and so on. 
Then there is questions about, okay, how do we engage critically with that history, perhaps with 
teaching I think we are yet to have those questions, absolutely I know there are wonderful 
colleagues in Bristol doing that in their teaching, in separate ways but in terms of the kind of 
university-wide conversation about it I don't think we are there yet.  I wonder if we have some 
learning to do from UCL about your university-wide approach?   
 
HELEN KNOWLER:  Thank you.  Just checking through I can't see any further questions.  I will just give 
people a couple of minutes if they have any comments or questions that they want to add. 
Happy to invite anybody who would like to say something, ight to turn your microphone on, you 
don't have to turn on your camera particularly.  Just whilst we are here and in the space. 
We'll just see.  As you probably gather I could talk about this for hours  
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  I wonder if anybody in the audience wants to help me interpret Michele's 
question?  I think it's a really important question.  In Global South, the reparative -- it should not be 
here in the UK but thinking of the significance of the Global South where we see where slavery has 
left deep scars. 
 
Certainly the 10 point plan for reparation focus in the Caribbean.  I think that is important and to 
recognise how the post apartheid of South Africa and how the Reconciliation Commission have 
thought about the framework of reparative justice there 
So I think there is a need to centre this work so discourse does not become a Northern dominated 
discourse, absolutely. 
 
But I think what is quite -- what I am interested in my own work who does scholarship on 
international comparative education, because one of the weaknesses of that field is to assume all 
the questions about educational inequality are questions for the Global South.  Right?   
When, in fact, we need to see, think, about what is happening right around us here in the Global 
North.  But to connect that.  One of the things that is so powerful about the discussion about 
reparations is that it does not connect those in justices, and what it's occurring in the Global South, 
is dapely connected to what is happening here along issues of racism and issues of epistemic 
injustice and so on. 
 
I think moving beyond the sheer divide between Global North and Global South can be facililated 
true this kind of thinking.   
HELEN KNOWLER:  I agree.  I know there is some really amazing anti eugenics work going in S 
America for instance, that is important to connect into our project to demonstrate that eugenics had 
a reach far beyond UCL, N America and Australia and places like that 
Jason asked a really interesting question.  I don't know if Jason wants to ask it?   
 
  
>>:  Jason is in the same room as Helen and Manjula.  Yes thank you for this.  It's fabulous.  I always 
learn something in these situations.  But the question: au do we keep a lot of communities on 
board?  I think we have seen UK politics in the last 48 hours what can happen with Olympics of 
oppression can be perceived, and I will not go sloers to that.  It's a big question that it initially 
appears.  Keeping this whole reparations ongoing and open it's the same problem, same question: 
how do we keep different communities working together?  And how can we acknowledge the 
specificity?  It seems to be more when I think it's the same question: how do we keep the 
reparations processes open and suple?  Not a simple one.  But I wanted it on the menu today as it 
were. 
Even as an act of building those communities.   





UCL?  Do you know what I mean?  So to echo what Helen mentioned before about importance of 
connecting to communities as well.  Hopefully that --  
 
HELEN KNOWLER:  There is a question there in the chat.   
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  I just talked to that  
HELEN KNOWLER:  He put his video on.  Did you want to respond or share thoughts 
TOYIN: thank you for the response.  The argument about working with the communities is a given.  
Thank you for your presentation.  When I said cross institutional, I am talking about sector to sector 
and I do work in universities and with local authorities.  Bristol and name changes and being outside 
the domain of universities but I have more success working with local schools, 6th colleges and 
inviting Councillors who have the power to make those changes rather than getting university to 
work with loets on that level. 
 
Is there space for us to think in a different way, rather than trying to work and fit not a time tables of 
the institutions we are aligned to, to actually jump sector, we become higher education 
representatives of the academy and work with other sectors like Local Authority actors?   
I would not try nationally because we know (Laughter) that the appetite is not quite there for it with 
current administration.  But there is much space and work that could be done using our expertise 
and presentations like yourselves, going into schools and colleges and council meetings and getting 
the work done Borough by Borough 
That is my suggestion. 
 
  
HELEN KNOWLER:  Great idea.   
ARATHI SRIPRAKASH:  Fantastic.  Brilliant.  Helen, may be that is something that team could really 
think about and be really excited and UCL, it would be wonderful to build a collaboration and get this 
going.   
HELEN KNOWLER:  I love that idea.  I think Jason's point to support Toyen's point it was the wider 
communities that pushed cu L ultimately into making the decision to do an inquiry. 
I think you are right.  I think something that has been on my mind is we are a 3 year project.  We 
have got resources.  But how do we make this last?  How do we make those connections so it's not 
just a small university initiative that kind of sho fles off when the project ends?   
I think that community engagement is one way to get people connected and involved.  
 



Thank you everybody so much for your time.  We look forward to seeing you very soon.  Bye bye. 


