
A decent 
start Report on our first year



2

“For the first time I truly began to understand what a 
multi-disciplinary powerhouse UCL is when it comes to 
transport. The potential significance of the Transport 
Institute has fallen into place.”
Rod Fletcher, Managing Director of Landor LINKS, publisher of Local Transport Today
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The UCL Transport Institute was founded  
with three principal�goals:

���Q To foster cross-disciplinary 
transport�research

���Q To increase the policy impact of 
transport�research

���Q To build UCL’s profile in relation  
to transport

This report provides a brief summary of the work done 
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Scooter style e-bike (SSEB)Bicycle style e-bike (BSEB)

Figure 5: The E-bicycle continuum

Culture  
Led by Professor Iain Borden, 
Bartlett School of Architecture

���Q Symposium on Cycling and Culture: half-day 
event at which papers were given on topics 
including UK attitudes to cycling safety, preventing 
bicycle theft, the rise of the e-bike in China, and 
cycling and�identity.

Themes   |

Figure 4
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UCLTI live projects

Policy commission on transport and ethics
A project taking place in partnership with UCL Public Policy. 
A group of research assistants led by Dr Dean Machin 
(Philosophy) and Dr Tom Cohen (Deputy Director of the 
Transport Institute) is investigating how an increased role  
for ethics in decision making could influence transport policy 
and the transport system.

“Walk-in Cities”
Conducted under the Environment theme, this project is  
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Transport Select Committee

A good relationship has been established with the staff of the 
Select Committee. UCLTI arranged for Matt Ashby (Security 
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Figure 11:  
Training DfT officials  

in transport modelling

Policy impact   |

“The variety and volume of speakers made it far better 
than other comparable courses… Overall extremely 
good course; I would recommend.”
DfT official commenting on the introduction to transport modelling
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Transport for London (TfL)

As with the Department for Transport, various initiatives 
involving this key transport stakeholder have been initiated:

���Q There is the prospect of delivering training on travel 
behaviour change  (see collaborations, above) in 
association with UCL’s Centre for Behaviour Change. 
This follows on from several liaison meetings with TfL 
staff working in its Behaviour Change, Travel Demand 
Management, Customer Research & Insight and Transport 
Policing teams, as well as officers from the Metropolitan 
Police Service’s traffic division.

���Q A collaboration with the Consultation Institute involves 
preliminary work on the idea of benchmarking 
consultation practice  across cities including London.

���Q Following liaison with Dr Kyle Jamieson (Computer 
Science), UCLTI staff have been in contact with suitable TfL 
staff concerning innovative uses of Wi-Fi on the public 
transport network.

���Q UCLTI staff have also been working to develop a 
secondment  arrangement with TfL, through liaison with 
the Head of Strategic Analysis and others.

���Q Staff in TfL’s Customer Research and Insight team have 
expressed willingness to participate in the project citizens 
helping to define the transport research agenda  
(see UCLTI live projects, above).

Major funders

The project citizens helping to define the transport 
research agenda  (see UCLTI live projects, above) has 
involved contacts with several major funders of research – 
EPSRC, ESRC and RAEng, in addition to those mentioned 
above. The prospect of active collaboration with these 
key stakeholders is hoped to act as a basis for strong 
ongoing�relationships.

Catapults: Transport Systems and 
Satellite Applications

UCLTI staff carried out a project for the Transport Systems 
Catapult on the concept of Intelligent Mobility . The work 
included an element of scenario planning, led by Peter 
Antonioni (Management Science and Innovation) and 
also involving David Ashmore (Civil, Environmental and 
Geomatic�Engineering).

Following a successful day-long visit by staff of the Satellite 
Applications Catapult organised by Ian Raper (Mullard Space 
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London councils

After a very positive meeting between Camden’s  portfolio 
holder for transport, Richard Jackson (Director, Sustainability 
– UCL Estates) and staff of UCLTI, work was done (in 
association with Bartlett School of Planning’s Dr Robin 
Hickman and Dr Stephen Marshall) with officers on a proposal 
for innovative road closures to be put to TfL’s Incubator Fund. 
This now is likely to be submitted in early 2015. Camden is 
also keen to collaborate with UCL, Leeds University  Institute 
for Transport Studies and Newcastle University’s  Transport 
Operations Research Group on a project called Crowdwise 
on Transport, in which researchers will work with transport 
officers on developing innovative citizen participation 
techniques designed to involve a more diverse audience 
than usual, more meaningfully than usual, in local transport 
decision�making.

The TfL Transport Incubator fund is also the catalyst for 
contact with officers at Greenwich  council, who submitted 
UCLTI ideas in a bid for funding innovative ways of dealing 
with conflicting demands and interests amongst users of the 
foot tunnels.

As mentioned under collaborations (above), UCLTI staff are 
likely to become involved in a project with an outer London 
borough in relation to major cycling interventions.

Policy impact   |

Figure 12: London Borough of Camden

Figure 13: Digital Greenwich website
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Events

Cycling@Lunchtime  is a collaboration between UCLTI and 
CILT UK, CIHT, ICE and IHE. Monthly meetings are taking 
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Building links

A major part of UCLTI’s mission is to increase contact 
between UCL transport researchers and the wider world. An 
effort has therefore been made to build links within UCL and 
with external organisations. The following list is a sample of 
the external bodies with which new relationships have been/
are being established:

���Q Arup

���Q Atkins

���Q Behavioural Insights Team

���Q Bus Users UK

���Q Chartered Institute of 
Highways and Transportation

���Q Department for Transport

���Q Involve

���Q London Remade

���Q Metropolitan Police Service

���Q PTV

���Q Sciencewise

���Q Sense about Science

���Q Steer Davies Gleave

���Q The Times

���Q Transport for London

���Q Welsh Assembly Government

���Q



18www.ucl.ac.uk/transport-institute  |  020 7679 2276

Image credits

UCL’s profile in relation to transport   |

“Thanks very much for this excellent summary.”
Recipient of the report on the symposium on cycling and culture
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