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we are delighted to present urban pamphleteer # 4 
In the tradition of radical pamphleteering, the intention of this 
series is to confront key themes in contemporary urban debate 
from diverse perspectives, in a direct and accessible — but not 
reductive — way. The broader aim is to empower citizens, and inform 
professionals, researchers, institutions and policy-makers, with  
a view to positively shaping change. 

# 4 heritage and renewal in doha
This issue aims to open up a comparative discussion about the role 
of heritage in urban renewal in Doha — a city in the throes of rapid 
and substantial transformation as it re-positions itself in a global 
network of cosmopolitan urban centres. As such, it presents a rich 
opportunity for examining the ways in which discourses around 
physical and cultural heritage are shaping approaches to urban 
planning, environmental and social sustainability, and architectural 
preservation and renewal around the world. Our contributors 
represent different voices and interests within this debate, across 
the fields of professional, academic and artistic practice in Doha and 
London, as well as everyday lived experience of Doha. They explore 
the meanings and manifestations of Qatari heritage and identity at 
the local, urban and international scale; the roles played by different 
actors and stakeholders in their formation; and the tools — technical, 





Intervention Urbanism

and retail trades, with buildings characterised 
by high thick walls, small windows, wooden 
portals and open air stalls for local vendors. 
Bedouins used to hold their own markets on 
Thursdays selling timber and dairy products, 
and it was also a gathering space for fisher-
men. The Souq occupies a geographically 
strategic site at the eastern end of the old 
centre, facing the Emir’s ruling palace on one 
side and, on the other, the waterfront — once 
filled with fishing boats and dockyards, now 
the location of the Museum of Islamic Art. 
But from the 1970s onwards, as the govern-

ment made plans for the modernisation of the city centre, it fell into a state 
of dereliction. However, it has recently assumed a new image, following re-
construction and renovation based on original materials and skills. While it 

retains its old function as a marketplace, new 
art galleries, traditional cafés and restau-
rants, cultural events and local concerts have 
also been introduced to attract most of the 
city’s residents and tourists.

Within close proximity to Souq Waqif, 



Office of the Amiri Diwan in the second case; and by a high-
profile real-estate company in the third case. These three 
types of change in Doha’s old centre are typologically dif-
ferent, but they all, to varying degrees, positively answer the 
question, ‘Can an urban intervention be simultaneously local 
and global?’ The museum and its park consciously responds 
to global cultural flows, translating the cultural aspirations of 
a country into a manifestation that speaks to world architec-
ture while addressing demands placed on the design by the 
context and the regional culture. Souq Waqif validates the 
notion of simultaneity of the global and the local through the 
wide spectrum of activities (e)0.5( d)0.6(e)0.5(s)0.6(i)0.5(g)0.5(6)0.5( t)0.5(h)0.6(e)3( )]T5(f)3.1( )]TJ
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david kendall

In the Light   



architecture dominates visual space. Urban development in 
Doha is increasingly framed by a discourse of specific cultural 
heritage and identity, but the spatial politics of urban develop-
ment makes almost no reference to the region’s fluctuating and 
uneven social landscape, where access to infrastructure var-
ies widely. Yet the speed and scale of structural development 
coexists with ephemeral spatial routines and practices of eco-
nomic migration that mutate, form and renew localised material 
landscapes, such as Al-Asmakh. So what other social scenes, 

cultural narratives and artefacts might be included in, or omitted 
from, reconstruction, and what space do they occupy?

This photographic work-in-progress accepts ‘temporality’ as 
vital to structural evolution. It aims to question defined views 
of the city imposed by specific architectural identities, political 
structures and spatial borders, enshrined in a concept of heri-
tage. It reveals ‘soon to be forgotten’ spaces, suggesting new 
lines of critical and spatial enquiry into the contemporary past 
and future.
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http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=1567818
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=1567818




ld Doha:  
Reading the city

There is a growing recognition that an understanding of the unique urban 
form and heritage of individual cities translated into contemporary planning 

and harnessed to modern technologies  
can set a platform for robust economic 
growth. Cities that develop their own par-
ticular ‘vernaculars’ are likely to be viewed 
as more attractive and therefore more 

successful in securing inward investment, long-term capital land values and 
footloose talent in a global marketplace.

Doha’s built form and architectural heritage reflects the culture and col-





past into an (environmentally and socially) sustainable vernacular 
for the future.

This was organised by the British Council and QM, and sup-
ported by Msheireb Properties and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, which ran an open competition for small and newly 
established UK-based architectural practices to partner with Qa-
tari practitioners for a week-long project in Doha. Five firms were 
selected from over forty applicants, and the charette took place 
in November 2013, culminating in an exhibition of the five pro-
jects. They all explore ways in which a regeneration of the historic 
built fabric of the area might also contribute to its economic and 
social renewal. One entry reappropriates the traditional Islamic 
typology, proposing to replace the existing street system with a 
network of enclosed courtyard spaces that finds a public func-
tion for abandoned domestic courtyards.



Doha, in common with many other growing wealthy cities, tends to look to 
foreign models of development to emulate and, hopefully, to improve on  

by adapting them to the local conditions. In 
this form, the new financial district of Doha 
follows the layout and typology of the very 
successful Manhattan district of New York,  
albeit at a much reduced scale. But the pattern 

of development consisting of high-rise glazed towers is not the most appro-
priate form in a place where there is no shortage of land and the solar radia-



Barcelona. The courtyard form is not only traditional in Islam-
ic culture but is also an efficient form to maximise plot ratio 
potential without sacrificing light and privacy.

The circulation links existing and new public spaces in 
an interesting sequence of open and enclosed spaces. In the 
periphery, a set of portals are created, forming connections to 

the wider city. These portals provide access to the area from public-transport 
stations and to subterranean car parking as well as pedestrian access. The 
heritage buildings are embedded in the structure of the area as part of an 
attractive trail which will bring tourism to the area. Other uses that are en-
visaged to maintain the economic vitality of the place, apart from residen-

tial provision, are essentially educational, including a madrasa, 
nursery, adult-learning opportunities, arts and crafts, cultural and 
recreational activities. Some of these activities are already present 
in the area. All of these ideas could be developed further into a set 
of regulations, design guidelines and investment proposals which 
could transform Old Doha, without losing its identity, and make 
the place an exemplar of how to redevelop old centres in rapidly 
growing nations.

Urban Pamphleteer

Winning proposal: cross section 
shows bigger buildings arranged on 
the periphery, creating a giant court-
yard within (above); photo shows 
existing cluster development along 
boundary with Msheireb construc-
tion site.



vicky richardson

Energising 
heritage: 
Cultural 

relations & the 
Old Doha Prize

http://design.britishcouncil.org/projects/old-doha-prize
http://design.britishcouncil.org/projects/old-doha-prize
http://design.britishcouncil.org/projects/old-doha-prize
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Figure ground diagrams (above) 
illustrating concept of carving social 
spaces out of the site, and a lan-
guage of cutting, adding, filling,  
wrapping, slicing (below).

Alicja Borkowska and Iris Papada-
tou are the founders of you&me, an 
emerging multidisciplinary and col-
laborative architecture platform com-
mitted to making things using playful, 
challenging and inclusive methodolo-
gies. Fatima Fawzy is the principal 
at Al Ittifaq Engineering Consultants 
(AEC), a prominent architectural 



Mosque, Umm Wishaw street.

Najada wall fragment.

Al-Asmakh:  
A disappearing 

neighbourhood

ben barbour

Ansari house interior.
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Purple car, Asmakh.

Resting digger, Askmakh house.



The drawings in the preceding pages have been a way for me to investigate 
and record this neglected and run-down part of Doha, over the three years 

I've been living and working here. Walking the 
streets and narrow sikkas, one encounters col-
lapsed walls and crumbling buildings, cars 
parked against exposed walls that had previ-
ously formed interior living spaces, and an ar-



as the site was being cleared, the 
material traces of humbler migrant 
lives were gathered up and put into 
storage in the msheireb arts centre 
for some curated future use



more disadvantaged and least accessible communities of Doha who are most 
vulnerable to the impacts of rapid urban transformation and displacement. 
These initiatives point to the role that universities can play in urban-renewal 
processes as institutional actors and repositories of knowledge that can be 
shared beyond academia, as well as spatial strategists.

But the social landscape of Doha is complex, in common with many 
transnational, cosmopolitan cities. The vast majority of residents, the expatri-
ates, do not have citizenship, and the question of the government’s welfare 



Urban Pamphleteer

alternative accommodation out at the margins of the city in Barwa Village. 
Nor are they likely to be involved in any public consultation exercises.

Thanks to the efforts of Fatma al-Sahlawi from QM and Ben Barbour, UK-
born curator of the Msheireb Arts Centre (MAC), located in the heart of the 
neighbourhood, water and power were temporarily restored. But residents 
know their options are limited. Other workers live far out at Industrial City, 
a long commute from places of work around the central area and described 
by one Doha expat as ‘a yard’. In May 2014 one resident said they were ‘just 
waiting’; another stated that the area ‘needs to be redeveloped’, even though 



Tea and Sympathy

at UCL Qatar have declared an interest in engaging with the resident popula-
tion and the hope that further awareness could be raised among the govern-
ment’s decision-makers at the Ministry of Municipality and Urban Planning 
and within the PEO about the value of the area not only as architectural herit-
age but also as a living social environment.

In May, the MAC and UCL Qatar organised the first of an intended series 
of community events in the courtyard of the newly opened MAC building 
— a tea party open to passers-by from the neighbourhood, in order ‘to get 
to know each other’, to have fun and to share stories. But as one of the first 

and younger men to come in 
through the gate pointed out, 
‘we won’t have any stories if 
we have to move!’ He wanted 
to know if this was a meeting 
about the evictions, a question 
reiterated (in English) by many 
of the arrivals as they filled the 
courtyard and helped them-
selves to tea and biscuits.

Doha is, for many expatri-
ates, a good place to live and 
work, but few have a say in its 
future, or in the construction 
of narratives of heritage and 
belonging about its past. Not-
withstanding the structural con-
trasts between, say, London and 
Doha, these comparisons are 

pertinent and all the more urgent as the inexorable logic of international in-
vestment in land at the heart of city centres expresses itself through increas-
ingly intense urban-renewal programmes all over the world. What is the fate 
of ordinary city-dwellers who inhabit the urban landscape as home and live-
lihood and who have no means of resisting the clout of global capital? And 
what frameworks and processes should be put in place to ensure that cities 
do remain sites of diverse, thriving, practices of dwelling and everyday life?

Cars jostle for space in the public domain around the  
reconstructed souk.



sally macdonald and antonia rosati

RECOGNISING 
DIFFERENCE: 

UNIVERSITY PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT IN 



UCL’s ethos of inclusivity wholeheart-
edly into its outreach programmes by 
reaching out to those in society who 
are often sidelined. For this reason, 
its students and staff have also been 

http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/why-does-it-matter/case-for-engagement
http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/why-does-it-matter/case-for-engagement
http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/why-does-it-matter/case-for-engagement
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/public-engagement/creatingconnections
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/public-engagement/creatingconnections
http://brightclub.wordpress.com/


fatma al sahlawi

Recording  
a forced  
exodus

The heritage houses have been repurposed by the migrant residents 
to meet their occupancy needs and the increase in residential density.

Following the compulsory purchase 
of properties in North Al-Asmakh for 
regeneration, an estimated 4000 
people are now in search for alterna-
tive low-cost accommodation. They 
constitute an ephemeral population 
which is at greater risk of disappear-
ance than the built heritage. There is 
a brief opportunity for communication 
and contact which is of considerable 
significance as a chance to record 
another departing layer of Old Doha 
and its social substance. Here is a 
selection of photos from the docu-
mentation process.



The migrant residential community has brought with it an array of commercial outlets serving 
both the residents of the area and attracting people from different parts of Doha.

Residents wait on the streets of Al-Asmakh in desperation due to the lack of low-cost living 
units and the implementation of both power and water cuts.

Fatma al Sahlawi has been an ar-
chitect and urban designer at Qatar 
Museums since 2011, and in 2012 
she founded the Doha Architecture 
Forum. She holds a BA in Architec-
ture from the American University, 
Sharjah, and an MArch in urban  
design from UCL.

All images © Fatma al Sahlawi.



trinidad rico

It is business as usual when the urban layout of Doha, frequently epitomised 
as the fastest developing city in the world, is subjected to unannounced  

and drastic change. Infinite resources and 
pressing deadlines to modernise for  
the purpose of high-profile events (i.e. the 
2022 FIFA World Cup) are used to legiti-
mise all changes. When construction along 
the Corniche and the parallel Majlis Al 
Taawon Street was completed, roundabouts 

abounded no more. Instead, high-capacity intersections with synchronised 
traffic lights ushered in a new era of mobility across the waterfront, connect-
ing more efficiently the southern and traditional part of city with the northern 
and modern West Bay. But will roundabouts then also be remembered as part 
of the fast-disappearing heritage of the city, and, if so, in what sense?

‘All roundabouts along Doha’s Corniche ceased to exist around Eid il-Fitr 2013. 
These roundabouts and their art were of uncertain age, lineage and purpose. They 

are survived by myriad traffic intersections, 
which will probably preserve the name of 

each roundabout that they replace and a growing source of archival images, foot-
age, pings on Google Maps and social-media narratives. No memorial service is 
planned. These are remnants of a bygone era, may they rest in peace’.  
(Obituary, August 2013)

Roundabouts are a component of a European-imported circulation system 
commonly found across the Arabian Gulf, which are predominantly seen by 
users as ineffective and outdated non-spaces of transit, remnants of colonial 



Roundabouts Abound No More: A Eulogy

a globe, then reinstated, before the final elimination of this roundabout in 
2013. Animal sculpture occupies an uneasy position in Islamic beliefs, and it 
is also said that the animals were the subject of worship practices by non-

Muslim communities.4

There is a growing conversation in Doha about its rounda-
bouts that values their aesthetic and historical appeal, albeit 
also strongly associated with certain forms of nostalgia. For 
example, the Sports roundabout, still in existence, may be ap-
preciated particularly by Qatari or Qatar-born viewers for its 
relevance to the striking efforts that Qatar is making towards 
hosting elite international sports events.5 This appreciation, 
which may have emerged only posthumously, has flowed on 
occasion into wider debates about heritage value.6

The theme of removal and destruction is endemic in Doha, 
yet these particular disappearing features are not yet recog-
nised by experts as part of the heritage assemblage of Qatar. 
Their demise is inevitable partly due to the lack of recognition 
of the heritage value of modern architecture and planning 
worldwide, a marginalisation related to the inflexible chrono-
logical standards that still govern heritage status. Rounda-
bouts nonetheless will survive in public memory, archives and 
toponyms, even if their heritage value has come too late to 
the attention of the limited civil society that engages with this 
changing landscape. This process then is a reminder that the 
ultimate executioner is the absence of identified stakeholders 
in these forms of material culture.

1  Marjorie Kelly, 'Public Art in the 
Gulf', paper presented at the Gulf 
Studies Conference, Exeter Univer-
sity, July 2012. See also John Locker-
bie’s website Catnaps.org, available 
at http://catnaps.org/islamic/pres-
sures.html (accessed 2 June 2014). 
2  Marc Augé, Non-Places: An In-
troduction to Supermodernity, trans. 
John Howe (London: Verso, 1995), 
with thanks to John McNally for  
this reference.
3  Louisa Brandt, Somaya Laram, 
Hannah Perry, Bojana Zivkovic and 
Emilio Ocampo, ‘Evaluating Meth-
odologies Throughout the Docu-
mentation of the Heritage Value of 
Al Mirqab Roundabout, Downtown 
Doha’, unpublished report, 2014.
4  Alanoud Alattiya, ‘Roundabouts 
in Qatar: The Al Maha/Oryx Round-
about’, unpublished report, 2014. 
See also Jamal J. Elias, Aisha’s 
Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, 
and Practice in Islam (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
2012).
5  Kristyna Storkova, ‘The Heritage 
Value of Sports Roundabout’, unpub-
lished report, 2014.
6  Sonia Brevin, Doha Roundabouts, 
a Facebook group, available at 
https://www.facebook.com/Do-
haRoundabouts2013

Trinidad Rico is Lecturer in Heritage 
Studies at UCLQ, and Co-editor 
of Cultural Heritage in the Arabian 
Peninsula: Debates, Discourses and 
Practices (London: Ashgate, 2014).

In Doha, roundabouts on the ring-road 
system are being replaced by intersec-
tions; in Milton Keynes, roundabouts were 
constructed in place of the intersections 
proposed in the masterplan, resulting  
in a segregation of neighbourhoods,  
as experienced in Doha. Diagrams by  
Michael Edwards.

In the roundabout system, the densest 
development is pushed into the centre of 
the blocks and away from the main roads.

http://catnaps.org/islamic/pressures.html
http://catnaps.org/islamic/pressures.html


michael edwards and clare melhuish

As in Doha, visitors to the new city of Milton Keynes in England often come 
away with enduring memories of roundabouts, of which around 300 are lo-

cated on a grid of main city roads, and of 
confusion and disorientation as they tried 
to navigate the city.1

Visitors to Doha are often informed 
that it was the British who were responsible 
for introducing its much criticised rounda-
bouts to the city, where the basis for the 
existing A—D ringroad system was initially 
established during the 1960s. The radial 
system was expanded in subsequent years 
following the successive appointments of 

Llewelyn Davies Forestier-Walker Bor, Shankland Cox, William Pereiera Asso-
ciates and Peat Marwick Due (transport planning) to work on masterplans for 
Doha. Now that the roundabouts are being removed and replaced by inter-
sections, the question of their provenance has been raised in relation to their 
potential status as ‘modernist heritage’ in the city.

Llewelyn Davies were appointed as consultants in Doha in 1972, when 
Richard Llewelyn Davies was also Professor of Urban Planning and head of 
the School of Environmental Studies (now the Bartlett School), UCL. Dur-
ing the late 1960s, the firm was responsible for designing the masterplan for 
Milton Keynes, implemented in 1970. This masterplan did not include rounda-
bouts but envisaged that the grid would have intersections controlled by  
traffic lights. Roundabouts were only introduced when development began.

Their implementation had several impacts on the way the city is experi-

Global heritage: 
shared legacies 

of modernist 
planning between 

Qatar & the UK

Intersection system accommodates numer-
ous side turnings (a), while roundabout 
system does not, due to increased speed 
of traffic (b).

Schools, shops and services line the road 
in slower-speed system (a), but have to be 
set back in faster-speed system (b).

Design parcels are centred on mid-
point of each road length in slow-city 
version (a), but separated by the main 
roads in high-speed city version (b).

enced. First, they led to a significant increase in speed, from 30 
miles per hour on the main roads, with numerous side turnings 
and lay-bys which, at those speeds, could safely be managed, 
to 70 miles per hour, which meant that very few side turnings 
could safely occur. The slower-traffic version would have enabled 
schools, shops and other services to line the roads, with stopping 
places and supporting bus services, much like a normal city; while 
the high-speed version required services to be back away from  
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