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‘It’s not for us’

“I think that the money they’re spending on the Olympics is definitely 
going to change the area to a much higher-class area and all the people 
that don't have the money to stay in the area are going to be kicked 
out. After the Olympics has finished I don't think it’s just going to be a 
dead area, I think it’s going to be a giant tourist attraction that’s going 
to generate millions for years to come I believe and it’s definitely … it’s 





Median private rents in Legacy Boroughs 

& London, 2011-22, £

2011 

Q2

2022

Q1

N 

increase

2012-22

% 

increase

2012-22

Barking & Dagenham 800 1,275 475 59

Greenwich 850 1,375 525 62

Hackney 1,148 1,600 452 39

Newham 871 1,474 603 69

Tower Hamlets 1,278 1,575 297 23

Waltham Forest 875 1,300 425 49

London 1,075 1,450 375 35

Source: Shelter Databank & Live Tables on Homelessness









Protest at UCL, 2012 Victory BBQ, 2013

Carpenters v. UCL ‘regeneration’
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Displacement 

ñI was a secure council tenant and they told 

us we will be back. The way they treated us is 
unfair. Now Stratford is booming, we cannot 

come back, we just had to move.ò

Female tenant (regeneration meeting, 

2012)





Ballot, December 2021







What’s wrong with the old homes?

ñI saw the geezer [from Populo] and I said ówhy 
are you going to pull the houses down?ô He said 
ótheyôll be all new and poshô. So I said ówhatôll 
happen?ô. He said you have the opportunity to 

voting and wouldnôt you like a brand new 
house, all posh?ô I said óno, thereôs nothing 
wrong with the houses. And Iôve got a 6-foot 
fish pond in the garden, I canôt do that again at 
my time of lifeôò.

Terry (council tenant, white British)



Exhaustion







Distrust

ñIôve been through this process before so 

thatôs why I donôt trust them. Iôve been here 

ten years and nothingôs happened! When 
regeneration started, people moved out, but if 

theyôd have known that the building [Lund 

Point] had been still here, they wouldnôt have 

moved, I donôt think they would have movedò.

Renea (council tenant, black British)








