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East Village – ex-Athletes Village

• Will provide much-
needed affordable 
homes for deprived East 
London communities.

• Will be  a socially mixed 
development, with 50% 
affordable/social and 
50% private housing

London Bidding Team 
(2004)

Paul Watt © 2015



The landlords

Paul Watt © 2013

• QDD (Qatari Royal 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŦǳƴŘ 
Qatari Diar + British 
developer Delancey) 
owns 51% of flats 
available for private rent.

• Triathlon Homes (East 
Thames, Southern 
housing Group housing 
associations + developer 
First Base) owns 
affordable/social housing 
units - 49%.
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• Social mixing (Bridge et al., 2012; Colomb, 2011)

• Affordable housing (Bernstock, 2014; Preece et al., 2020;
Watt, 2021)

• Class distinction (Bourdieu, 1984)

• {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǳǊŘƛŜǳΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘǳǎ 
and field theory (Savage et al., 2005; Watt, 2009)

• Mixophobia (Bauman, 2013)

• East Village (Cohen, 2017; Humphry, 2017; 2020)

Literature
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East Village housing configuration

Housing tenure N Triathlon Homes 
stock %

East Village stock 
%

Triathlon Homes

Social rent 675 49 24

Intermediate rent 294 21 10

Shared ownership * 331 24 12

Shared equity 79 6 3

Total Triathlon Homes 1,379 100 49

Get Living London

Private Rent 1,439 - 51

Total East Village 2,818 - 100

Sources: GLL (2016); Triathlon Homes (2018)





EV, Stratford and Newham residents, ethnicity

8Sources: Corcillo and Watt (forthcoming); 2011 Census KS201EW, KS201EW

Ethnic

group

East Village Stratford 

& New 

Town

Newha

mSocial 

rent

Interme

diate 

rent 

Shared 

ownersh

ip

Private 

rent

Total

White

British

16 50 48 43 38 21 17

White

Other

5 25 30 22 19 20 12

BAME 79 25 22 35 43 59 71

Total

N=100

%

38 20 46 105 209 17,768 307,98
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A white bubble
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Stratford as a whole is like two worldǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ there’s a 

lot of ethnic minorities and Eastern Europeans on 

the other side; and here’s I think there’s mainly 

white British young professionals. I found maybe 

some immigrants but not as many as on the other 

ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ȅŜŀƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΗέ 

Alexander (27, male, white British, legal expert, 

intermediate renter)
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Mixophibia 
άThe old Stratford Centre on the 
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“Us” and “Them”

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ people downstairs who are living in the council 

places. Not so much now but at some points we had some 

ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛƻ-

economic background. Some of them don’t really understand 

what area they are living inΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǎ 

some people from Eastern Europe for example who tend to 

have different sleeping habits, and that caused a problem. Some 





Conclusion
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• PRS properties mostly occupied by young, white middle-class 
tenants.

• .¦¢ ǎƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΩ Law ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇκƭŜŀǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
housing.

• Social renting is the clear outlier tenure within East 
Village.

• East Villagers make sense of their neighbourhood as a white and 
ŀŦŦƭǳŜƴǘ ΨōǳōōƭŜΩ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
areas. 



Conclusion
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•Two classed and racialised othering processes:
1. External othering ς towards Stratford and its residents > 

Territorial stigmatisation (Horgah, 2020).

Horgah


